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(Abstract)

Communication and Enjoyment of Sijo through the Mass Media in the
First Half of the 20" Century

Park, Jee-Ae

Music was made popular through the modern mass media. Nonetheless, if
a period of high standard performances and appreciation by a minority of
culture connoisseurs can be qualified with the expression “gentrification of
culture’, then a period when anyone can access culture through the mass media
can be qualified with the terms “popularization of culture” and in this period
the reorganization of performance culture can only be driven by the public. In
fact, the Jabga, which is a type of traditional song that received strong public
adhesion by means of phonograph records and radio broadcasts at the time,
stands as a typical example to it.

Gagok and Sijo up until the 1920s and even the 1930s are believed to engage
actively in the changing media environment and the new modes of music
enjoyment and transmission. The Album recording of faster rhythm music and
the inclusion of the Sijo, Jabga, and folk songs in one broadcast programme can
be seen as reflecting such an effort. However, it can only be hard for the Sijo
and Gagok to challenge the predominance of the Jabga which made its lyrics
more popular and the new songs written in accordance with the new media
environment. Until the 1930s in this changing environment of music
enjoyment, Gagok and Sjjo performers rather sought to distinguish themselves
from the existing popular song style by reproducing traditional forms. The
album recording and broadcasting of Lee Wangjik Aakbu, the beginnings of local
singers, the participation of male performers not only contributed to the
diversification the enjoyment culture of songs and sijo, but also made the
‘difference in standard with the popular songs even more salient.

Key words : First half of the 20" Century, Mass media, Sijo, Gagok,
Communication, Popularization of music, Phonograph, Radio broadcast
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