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Self-Motivated Artists

A Study on the Daily Experience and Art Practice of Agents
in New Independent Art Spaces

Hyeyoung Shin
PhD candidate, Yonsei University

In light of the recent increase in new independent spaces within the field of artistic
production, this study seeks to examine the daily experience and art practice of agents
in such spaces. In-depth interviews were conducted with fifteen emerging artists, who
manage new independent art spaces and participate actively in related activities, and the
significance of their activities was analyzed. An important theoretical foundation of this
study is Bourdieu’s concept of the field of cultural production. According to Bourdieu,
in order to understand a specific field, the habitus of agents must be studied together
with the structure of the field. This study found that individuals belonging to the same
or a close generation exhibit similar attitudes to life based on shared experiences, and
they can be connected to their art practice. Most agents of new spaces did not have high
expectations for success, and chose to practice art independently while bonding with
their peers and enjoying the moment rather than wait for recognition or funding from
external sources. Their self-fulfilling habitus is condition-specific and can be regarded as
a form of flexible art practice. Given the poor conditions of today’s field of artistic
production, this is likely to serve as an advantage in entering the field and in position-
taking. The social significance of this study lies in the fact that the aforementioned
characteristics of the agents of independent production spaces not only reflect the
current field of artistic production but also other fields of cultural production at large in
our society.

KEY W O RD S Field of cultural production, New independent art spaces, Mobility,
Condition-specific art, Self-fulfilling habitus



