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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Meaning and Main Features of Transport
Documents under the Rotterdam Rules

Jung—-Ho YANG

The Rotterdam Rules regulate both transport documents and the legal effect
of the choice of document much more comprehensively than the existing
maritime convention to bring international harmonization of issues relating to
transport documents.

The Rotterdam Rules use the generic term "transport documents’ rather than
referring to specific title such as bills of lading, sea waybills. The generic term
"transport documents” allow four types of transport documents to be identified
as follows. 1. negotiable 2. negotiable which dispense with surrender 3.
non-negotiable which require surrender 4. non-negotiable.

Each types of transport documents has its requirements to be satisfied. Also,
the choice of transport documents affects legal effect. Thus parties to the
contract of carriage not only need to know how the document will be classified
at the time it is issued but also consider what the documents will bring legal
consequences.

Keywords : Rotterdam Rules, Transport Documents, Electronic Transport





