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Abstract This paper suggests a class model to improve the English oral proficiency for intermediate low English
speaking learners. Utilizing the four English skills (reading, writing, listening and speaking), the class model focuses
on the learners' schema and discussion strategies. To enhance the learners' motivation and match their cognitive
capacity, 10 discussion topics were prepared by surveying the learners. A pilot experiment was conducted to
investigate the teaching effects of the discussion class model with 26 college students majoring in English in Seoul.
The participants' oral proficiency was measured both before, and after the instructions by OPIc (Oral Proficiency
Interview in computer). As a result of the experiment, the percentage of participants whose oral proficiency levels
were lower than intermediate mid decreased from 82% to 47%. In addition, the percentage of participants with higher
oral proficiency than intermediate low was increased dramatically from 18% to 53%, which supports the claim that
through discussion, the class learners' diverse and creative ideas need to be expressed in a formal and intelligible
language. Finally, through the findings of the study, the possibility of a discussion class can be expected, regardless
of the learners' low level of oral proficiency.
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Fig. 1. Realization Process of Discussion Ability
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Table 1. Class Model

Activity Participants Teacher
M introduction
W content schema: main idea, of topic
theme sentence, summary M explanation of
Reading M formal schema: vocabulary, vocabularies,
phrases, structural knowledge, phrases, and
text organization structures
W questions
W utilize vocabularies, relevant
phrases, structures and text
orgam‘zanon from Fhelmaterlal B check
M write down main ideas, ..
.. learners’ writings
Writing reasons, examples of the story
. W feedback
B write down the summary of
the story
I write about personal opinion
on the topic
M individual presentation W check
M make sure to understand the | learners’
Individual presentation opinions
Statement M observe how the other M affectivity
learners express their opinions
(discussion strategies)
M practice content and formal
Talk in Small schema C . W check the
Group M practice discussion §trateg1es oroups
W accustomed to dyadic
communication
M real time in use
Class- M follow-up communication: M discussion
Discussion negotiating opinions facilitator
W acquire discussion strategies

)
)
5

Discussion Ability

Schema Knowledge

Dizcussion Strategies

Fig. 2. Integrating Process of Discussion
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Table 2. Discussion Topics

Number Topic
1 Marriage
2 Premarital Sex
3 Getting a Job
4 Death Penalty
5 Boshintang Culture
6 Plastic Surgery
7 Gay Marriage
8 Corporal Punishment of Children
9 Korea Unification
10 Euthanasia
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Table 3. Results of OPIc Pretest and Posttest

Level Score Pretest(%) Posttest(%0)

Novice Low 1

Novice Mid 2 3(12)

Novice High 3 3(12) 3(12)
Intermediate Low 4 15(58) 9(35)
Intermediate Mid 5 4(15) 9(35)
Intermediate High 6 1(3) 4(15)

Advanced Low 7 13)
Total
(participant) 26(100) 26(100)
Mean 3.7 4.7
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