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Objectives: The aim of this study was to examine the relationship between personality of parent and offspring, and offspring’s

psychological adaptation.

Methods: We examined temperament and character of 65 parents and their offspring (measured using the Junior Temperament

and Character Inventory and Temperament and Character Inventory) and offspring’s internalizing (anxiety, depression) and exter-

nalizing (delinquency, hyperactivity) problems.

Results: The internalizing problems of offspring were positively associated with harm avoidance (HA) of offspring and parent,

and negatively associated with self-directedness (SD) of offspring and parent. The externalizing problems of offspring were posi-

tively associated with novelty seeking of offspring, and were predicted by SD of parent. The interaction between parent’s HA and

offspring’s HA predicted higher levels of anxiety of offspring.

Conclusion: The association between the offspring’s personality and internalizing and externalizing problems can depend on

the personality of the parent.
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Table 1. Demographic characteristics (N=65)

Characteristics Participants
Offspring
Age 3-17 (M/SD: 10.46/4.20)
Sex, N (%)
Female 5 (69.2)
Male 20 (30.8)
Education, N (%)
Preschool 13 (20)
Elementary school 23 (35.4)
Middle school 19 (29.2)
High school 10 (15.4)
Visit, N (%)
Center 2 (64.6)
Hospital 23 (35.4)
Parent, N (%)
Age 29-61 (M/SD: 42.15/6.51)
Mother 52 (80)
Father 13 (20)

M: mean, SD: standard deviation
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Table 2. Correlations between offspring and mother/father TCI (total)

Mother or Offspring
father NS HA RD P SD C ST
NS 16 .09 31 .04 —.14 —-.01 17
HA .25*% 14 .24 —.25*% -.07 -.05 .18
RD -.18 .02 .00 22 .09 .08 —-.02
P -.23 -.00 —-.16 16 .05 .04 -.09
SD -.23 =11 -.22 .18 21 .00 -.13
C -.23 —.06 -.13 A1 1 .06 =11
ST —.26* .29* =21 .01 =17 .04 13

= p<.05. C: cooperativeness, HA: harm avoidance, NS: novelty seeking, P: persistence, RD: reward dependence, SD: self-direct-
edness, ST: self-franscendence, TCI: Temperament and Character Inventory
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Table 3. Correlations between child (mother/father-rated JTCI) and mother/father TCI
Mother or Child (N=36)
father NS HA RD P SD C ST
NS .34* .18 21 -.19 —.24 -.19 15
HA .38* .29 12 —.34* =21 —.24 .38*
RD =31 —-.01 =11 A1 .03 .07 -.23
P -.19 .05 -.07 .08 -.07 -.01 -.10
SD -.50" —.42* .02 .38* 42 37* —.37*
C -.27 —-.08 -.02 -.12 -.02 .03 -.07
ST -.19 .36* -.27 -.19 -.33 .04 .03

*: p<.05, : p<.01. C: cooperativeness, HA: harm avoidance, JTCI: Junior Temperament and Character Inventory, NS: novelty
seeking, P: persistence, RD: reward dependence, SD: self-directedness, ST: self-transcendence, TCI: Temperament and Character

Inventory

Table 4. Correlations between adolescents and mother/father TCI

Mother or Adolescent (N=29)
father NS HA RD P SD C ST
NS -.08 -.01 A43* .30 -.01 .24 .25
HA 15 .02 40* -.18 .05 1 .02
RD -.01 .06 12 37 .20 1 27
P —.26 -.02 -.35 .24 .18 -.01 -.03
SD .01 .18 —-.52" -.01 .05 -.35 .04
C -.15 .03 =31 .36 .23 —.06 -.09
ST -.36 .25 -.15 .25 .02 -.01 26

x. p<.05, 1: p<.01. C: cooperativeness, HA: harm avoidance, NS: novelty seeking, P: persistence,

RD: reward dependence, SD:

self-directedness, ST: self-transcendence, TCl: Temperament and Character Inventory
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Table 5. Correlations between offspring TCI and behavior problems

ANX DEP DLQ HPR
NS 12 16 A5 507
HA 52" A6 -.18 -.09
RD -.13 -.32" —-.03 .25*
P -.23 -.32" -.12 —.29%
SD -.32" —.29* —-.10 —.24
C —-.15 —.24* -.19 —.24
ST 26" 22 .03 .09

* p<.05, 11 p<.01. ANX: anxiety, C: cooperativeness, DEP: depres-
sion, DLQ: delinquency, HA: harm avoidance, HPR: hyperactivity,
NS: novelty seeking, P: persistence, RD: reward dependence, SD:
self-directedness, ST: self-franscendence, TCI: Temperament and
Character Inventory

Table é. Correlations between mother/father TCI and offspring
behavior problems

ANX DEP DLQ HPR
NS 14 .09 .20 31*
HA .28* 31 .25% 31
RD .05 .04 -.02 .00
P 14 21 .09 .03
SD —.26* —.27* —.26* -.32"
C .08 .10 -.07 —-.09
ST .38t 331 —-.03 —-.04

*:p<.05, T: p<.01. ANX: anxiety, C: cooperativeness, DEP: depres-
sion, DLQ: delinquency, HA: harm avoidance, HPR: hyperactivi-
ty, NS: novelty seeking, P: persistence, RD: reward dependence,
SD: self-directedness, ST: self-tfranscendence, TCI: Temperament
and Character Inventory
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Table 7. Regression between mother/father-offspring TCI, and behavior problems

ANX DEP DLQ HPR
R? B R? B R? B R? B

Offspring TCI .25 21 .20 .25

NS .06 .10 45 .50*

HA 52 46 —.25*% -.15

RD .06 -.18 -.09 .18

P -.15 —.25*% .01 -.16

SD -.05 —.06 19 .03

C -.03 -.15 .08 .06

ST .09 .06 -.18 -.13
Mother/father TCI 15 .28 .07 11

NS 12 -.08 .10 21

HA 317 554 1 15

RD -.01 .07 .03 .08

P .04 49* 25 27

SD —.27* —.24 —.26* -.32"

C -.04 -.02 .04 .06

ST 38" 17 -.02 -.03
Interaction (offspringxmother/father) 41

Offspring HA .50

Mother/father HA .20*

HAXHA -.317 ns ns ns

x p<.05, I: p<.01, £ p<.001. ANX: anxiety, C: cooperativeness, DEP: depression, DLQ: delinquency, HA: harm avoidance, HPR: hy-
peractivity, NS: novelty seeking, ns: not significant, P: persistence, R%: coefficient of determination, RD: reward dependence, SD:
self-directedness, ST: self-transcendence, TCl: Temperament and Character Inventory, B: standardized beta
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Fig. 1. Offspring HAxmother/father HA interaction for anxiety.
HA: harm avoidance
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