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The Mediating Effects of Young Children’s Shyness
on the Relationship between Teacher-Children Relationship
and Young Children’s Social Competence

Jin-Hee No - Hee—Hwa Kim'
Dept. of Child and Family, Pusan National University, Pusan, Korea

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to examine the mediating effects of young children's shyness
on the relationship between teacher—children relationship and young children’s social competence.
The subjects of the study were 270 children from three years to five years old and their teachers
in Busan. Frequency, t—test, Cronbach «, Pearson’s correlation coefficients, and hierarchial
regression were used for data analysis. The results were as follows: first, teacher—children
intimacy showed positive correlation with the young children’s social competence.
Teacher—children conflict showed negative correlation with the young children’s social
competence. Second, teacher—children intimacy showed negative correlation with the young
children’s shyness. Teacher—children conflict showed positive correlation with the young
children’s shyness. Third, young children’s shyness showed negative correlation with the
young children’s social competence. Fourth, young children’s shyness had partial mediating
effects on the relationship between teacher—children intimacy and young children’s
sociability. Young children’s shyness had partial mediating effects on the relationship between
teacher—children intimacy and young children’s popularity and leadership. Young children’s
shyness had partial mediating effects on the relationship between teacher— children conflict
and young children’s sociability. Young children’s shyness had partial mediating effects on
the relationship between teacher—children conflict and young children’s popularity and
leadership.
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o] AkEA S Aadithe A7t Tejelx I
FE] BIEN 3 (Jones et al, 1986a; Asendorpf 1990a;
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TS AT F dES Aot AT At e g8 Bt o] AE=s B
wta 2 AFelde nARe) fol ke #AIR] AP Z 10708 o] AAste] BgA e Bew
Table 1. General characteristics of children (N=270)
Variable Section N(%)
Child’s gender Male 1320489
Female 138(51.5)
3 years 122(45.2)
Child’s age 4 years 85(31.5)
5 years 63(23.3)
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Shyness Scale, Rothbart et al (2001)¢] Children’s
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FAZRS FZ0(r =-0,46, p<0.01)F Frolgt 224
ol AL, AHEH 5o aFeld el -S4

(r =0.30, p€0.01), AFE]A Zred(r =0.46, p{0.01), <!

H, Ak} fro} Zhe] Rk 41,947, wAReL frob 715 B A= =0.54, pC0.0)¥hR= feoldh A4

2ol gL 21904, fokel FFeel
foke] k812 529l iRl e 30,809,
1 ot 18,609, Q)% 2 Awd

Lo

= vkt 2 Wlse] st

A 1Atelel] Qlof vh At TS 58k
Ao 2 I Curran et al. 1990).

. wALRb ROF 2t =
ROl AtelX S 71| A

B 41.02

=

JE Ao Yyttt

AR} fof 7he] ZAEL 5ES(r =025, p(0.01)
£ el Aol ARk, A8 Sl 34

zS| =0.13, p<o 05), Ak3l4 %M(r

=-0.60, p<0.01), 2171%= & R=3H(r =-0.67, p{0.01)

T ot 74 Aol e AoE JEith ol&
ul7

aAlsl fof k] B, fotel +ES L Aot Ba) wAsh frob Thel Aagho] o, B5ol
s 5 ko] BAAE TOlE] el MR ol fole] £EE Al s AS o
o) pearsone] A AWAGE HEHGL, B 4 ook EG fobel Fwgo] WobusE folel
Table 2. Descriptive statistics (N=270)
N Min Max M SD skewness  kurtosis
Teacher—Children intimacy 270 27 60 41.94 6.31 .06 -.30
Teacher—Children conflict 270 12 52 21.90 9.41 77 -.40
Shyness 270 16 76 41.02 10.59 .20 .25
) Interpersonal adjustment 270 15 55 39.80 8.24 -.34 -.54
ig;;letence Sociability 270 10 25 18.60 337 -.08 .60
Popularity & Leadership 270 9 40 25.06 4.89 -.09 51

Table 3. Correlations between Teacher-Children Relationship, shyness, and social competence

(N=270)

Teacher—  Teacher— Social Competence
Children Children Shyness Interpersonal . Popularlty
. . . Sociability
intimacy conflict Adjustment & Leadership

Teacher—Children intimacy 1

Teacher—Children conflict -.33%* 1

Shyness —.46** 25%* 1

Social Interpersonal adjustment 30%** =70%*  -13* 1

oca Sociability A6%* —50%F - 60*F - 45%* 1
competence
Popularity & Leadership S4** =27**  —67** 3% 66%* 1

*p<.05, **p<01
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Table 4. Mediating effects of shyness on the relationship between teacher—child intimacy and social

competence (N=270)

Independent Dependent )
t R F
Step variable variable p
1 Teacher—Children intimacy — Shyness -.46 —-8.56%** 21 73.35%**
2 Teacher—Children intimacy Interpersonal adjustment .30 5.28%** .09 27.91%**
3 Shyness .01 23
Y ) o Interpersonal adjustment .09 13.93%**
Teacher—Children intimacy 31 4.778%**
1 Teacher—Children intimacy — Shyness -.46 —-8.56%** 21 73.35%**
2 Teacher—Children intimacy  Sociability 46 8.50%** 21 72.28%**
3 Sh -.50 =-9.50%**
e Sociability A 9331
Teacher—Children intimacy 22 4.29%**
1 Teacher—Children intimacy ~ Shyness -.46 -8.56%** 21 73.35%**
2 Teacher—Children intimacy  Popularity & Leadership .54 10.65%** .29 113.45%**
Shyness . ) -.53 —-11.15%**
. o Popularity & Leadership .52 145.00%**
Teacher—Children intimacy .29 6.23%**

%0001
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Aoz 3gAA fobe] FEEol frolkel ARslH 2 WA} fol ko] b fole] 97|w A
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FEES FYvsH dEskang= -0 46, p<0.001), Th0 2 ARS|A Fholo) thgh 15A]9] 3|7 o
)3 2eA|olAE Akl fro} 7he] Hwlzho] & A ;ARe} frofb he] 252 frobe] S Fref
ole] oly|= & =g Fojn|sh 01]2‘:6]—31 9le StaL o|&38taL(B= 0.25, p<0.001), 2EHAl A= WAL
S & QIEKB= 0.54, p(0.001). PFA|Eo 2 3EH S} frof ko] Aol Foke] AHE)Z Folg frefvlst

o fote] ssol fotel AE L Awee & A IS & L 4 UrkB= -0.50, p(0.001),
ola7] alZaT(B= -0.53, p(0.00), fote] 4 mRIEReR ekl fole] Egol fole] Al
Fo8 BAIG T WAISh fof 7o) Hgo] fotel A IR RSH AEBRIB- 0,51, pc0.00D),

o= E Axgoj n|X= folv]sk JeF o] A ol 58 BAISE & AL} fof 1he] 2]
BFITH(B= 0.29, p(0.001). ZHEZ folo] FFS frote] 2154 Fodol mjx)= frolgh JFFEe] i
Shemess
-G (e
(.46

Sociakility

k J

Teacher-Children intimacy

2

Note) () is standardized coefficients before including the mediating variable

Fig. 1. The partial mediation model of shyness on the relationship between teacher—children
intimacy and sociability

Shyrpss
- At g
(54
Teacher-Children intimacy #  Popularity 8 Leadership
29T
Note) () is standardized coefficients before including the mediating variable

Fig. 2. The partial mediation model of shyness on the relationship between teacher—children
intimacy and popularity and leadership
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Table 5. Mediating effects of shyness on the relationship between teacher—child conflict and social

competence (N=270)

Step Independent variable Dependent variable B t R F

1 Teacher—Children conflict Shyness .25 4.26%** .06 18.17%**

2 Teacher—Children conflict Interpersonal adjustment =70 —16.14%** 49 260.69***
Shyness . .05 1.11

3 ) ) Interpersonal adjustment .49 131.09%***
Teacher—Children conflict =71 —15.91%**

1 Teacher—Children conflict Shyness .25 4.26%** .06 18.17***

2 Teacher—Children conflict Sociability -.50 =9.62%** 25 92.67***
Shyness -.51 —11.53%**

3 Sociability .50 135.74
Teacher—Children conflict -.37 —8.4T***

1 Teacher—Children conflict Shyness .25 4.26%** .06 18.17%**

2 Teacher—Children conflict Popularity & Leadership =27 —4.59%** .07 21.12%**
Shyness . ) -.64 -13.88%**

3 . . Popularity & Leadership .46 114.53%**
Teacher—Children conflict -.10 -2.32%

*p<.05, ***p{ 001

BFITHB= -0.37, p<0.001), ZHEE Holo] F£+5S
2 AL} fo} 7he] 45T fofe] Als|H Fe 71
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frelskar ol&skan(f= 0.25, p{0.001), 28A|ol|A]

aAfe} fof 7he] Z5o] frole] V= E A=
S frofsHl diEstal 5 & 4 ArkB=-0.27,
p<0.001). PEAZtO 2 3etA|A = frofe] ael
frotel 7= "l Ameg fofshA Ssia(s=
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Fig. 3. The partial mediation model of shyness on the relationship between teacher—children
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Fig. 4. The partial mediation model of shyness on the relationship between teacher—children
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