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Abstract

Roles and strategic functions
of the Jeju Naval Base

Choon Kun Lee*

The construction of Jeju Naval Base was finally completed and donated to
the Republic of Korea Navy on February 26th this year, There is no doubt
that the new base will contribute to the substantial augmentation of Korea's
naval power and maritime security., However, we should note that the new
naval base took a long and hard twenty-three years to be completed.

In the 21st century, Korea should adopt a new strategy that can fulfill the
security requirements of Korea for the new age of international relations, The
21st century is characterized by globalization, and in the world of globalization,
a national boarder has become meaningless.

In the late 20th century, after the Cold War, trade between countries have
greatly increased and so did the importance of the seas. Having transformed
from an agricultural country into a commercial country, Korea went from a
continental state to a maritime state, Korea has become the 9th largest trading
state, and obviously, the importance of the sea has become significant, Korea's
national strategic focus needs to be on the sea for national survival,

Thus, since the 1990s, the Korean Navy has planned to build the Jeju
Naval Base. Jeju, due to its geopolitical characteristics, is extremely important
to the 2Ist century Korea's economy and national security, Jeju is the starting
point of the sea route that reaches out to the world, and at the same time,
the ending point of the sea route that heads towards Korea. Jeju is located in
the center of Northeast Asia and thus, Jeju Naval Base is extremely important

for the area’s security and order, Jeju Naval Base will be very useful not only

* Visiting Prof, Ewha Woman's University & Senior research fellow, KIMS,
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for the maritime security of Korea, but also for keeping peace and order in
Northeast Asia,

Jeju Naval Base was the minimal effort against the six sea route security
threats towards Korea. The six sea route threats are: 1) Threat from North
Korea; 2) China’s Threat towards Korea's sovereignty; 3) China’s treat towards
Korea's fishery; 4) Threat from Japan; 5) Threat towards Korea's sea routes; 6)
Threat from recent phenomena of isolationism of the United States,

Jeju Naval Base is built for both warships and civilian ships--such as cruise
ships—-to use, Just like the United States’ Pearl Harbor, Jeju Naval Base will

become not only the largest military base, but a beautiful tourist site,

Key Words : Jeju Naval Base, Strategic Function of Jeju Naval Base, Roles of
ROK Navy, ROKN’s Naval Strategy, ROK's Maritime Strategy
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