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Abstract

Nuclear-First Politics of Kim Jung Un Regime
and South Korea's Deterrence Strategy

Kim, Tae Woo*

North Korea's 4th nuclear test on Jan, 6 and following developments once
again awakened the world into seriousness of the nuclear matters on the Korean
peninsula, On March 2, UNSC adopted Resolution 2270 which is complemented
by Seoul government’s measures such as withdrawal from the Gaesung Industrial
Complex (Feb, 9) and announcement of unilateral sanction (March 8). Seoul
government also strongly urged the international community to strangle North
Korea's ‘financial resources,” The U.S., Japan, China, and other countries have
issued unilateral sanctions to complement the UNSC measure. South Korea and
the U.S. conducted their annual joint military drill (Resolve-Foal Eagle) in the
largest-ever scale.

North Korea, however, responded with demonstration of its nuclear capabilities
and announcement of de facto ‘nuclear-first’ politics, North Korea test-fired a
variety of delivery vehicles, threatened nuclear strikes against South Korea and
the U.S., and declared itself as an ‘invincible nuclear power armed with
hydrogen bombs’ at the 7th Workers ‘Party Congress held in May, 2016,
Considering the circumstantial evidences, the North’s 4th nuclear test may have
been a successful boosted fission bomb test, North Korea, and, if allowed to
go on with its nuclear programs, will become a nuclear power armed with
more than 50 nuclear weapons including hydrogen bombs. The North is
already conducting nuclear blackmail strategy towards South Korea, and must

be developing ‘nuclear use’ strategies, Accordingly, the most pressing challenge

* Professor, Konyang University, Former President of Korea Institute for National
Unification,
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for the international community is to bring the North to ‘real dialogue for
denuclearization through powerful and consistent sanctions, Of course, China’s
cooperation is the key to success,

In this situation, South Korea has urgent challenges on diplomacy and
security fronts, A diplomatic challenge is how to lead China, which had shown
dual attitudes between ‘pressure and connivance’ towards the North's nuclear
matters pursuant to its military relations with the U.S, to participate in the
sanctions consistently, A military one is how to offset the ‘nuclear shadow
effects’ engendered by the North’s nuclear blackmail and prevent its purposeful
and non-purposeful use of nuclear weapons, Though South Korea's Ministry of
Defense is currently spending a large portion of defense finance on preemption
(kill-chain) and missile defense, they pose ‘high cost and low efficiency’ problems,
For a ‘low cost and high efficiency’ of deterrence, South Korea needs to switch
to a ‘retaliation-centered” deterrence strategy.

Though South Korea's response to the North’s nuclear threat can theoretically
be boiled down into dialogue, sanction and deterrence, now is the time to
concentrate on strong sanction and determined deterrence since they are an
inevitable mandatory course to destroy the North’ nuclearfirst delusion and bring

it to a ‘real denuclearization dialogue,’

Key Word : North Korean nuclear bomb, Kim Jung Un Regime, Nuclear-First

Politics, South Korean Deterrence Strategy.,
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