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Abstract

ROKN'’s Response Strategy to North Korea's
SLBM Threat

Moon Chang-Hwan*

The purpose of this article is to analyze the progress of North Korea's
SLBM threat, and to assess the technological capacity and threat level of its
SLBMs. Currently, North Korea has approximately 1000 ballistic missiles, such
as the SCUD, Musudan, and Nodong, in stock. This article pays close attention
to the background and strategical implication behind North Korea's obsession
with developing SLBMs despite possessing sufficient means to launch
provocations with its current arsenal of ground based ballistic missiles and
conventional weapons. Based on the abovementioned analysis, this article will
recommend possible response directions for the ROK Armed Forces to North
Korea's SLBM threat,

It is highly difficult to detect SLBMs due to its stealthy nature, as it is
launched underwater after covert infiltration, North Korea's SLBM is considered a
game changer in that even one SLBM can significantly change the strategic
balance of North East Asia, North Korea's SLBM test launch in August has made
a 500km flight, landing 80km inside the JADIZ (Japan Air Defense Identification
Zone), and as such, it is assessed that North Korea already possesses
underwater ejection and cold launch capabilities, The most realistic response to
North Korea's imminent SLBM threat is bolstering anti-submarine capabilities,
ROK Armed Forces need to upgrade its underwater kill-chain by modernizing
and introducing new airborne anti-submarine assets and nuclear-powered

submarines, among many options, Moreover, we should integrate SM-3 missiles

* Lieutenant Commander, Ministry of National Defense,



114 STRATEGY 21, E3 405 (Winter 20164 Vol, 19, No 2)

with the Aegis Combat system that possess strong detection capabilities and
flexibility, thereby establishing a sea-based Ballistic Missle Defense (BMD) system
centered around the Aegis Combat System, as sea-based ballistic missile threats
are best countered out in the seas. Finally, the capabilities gap that could arise
as a result of budgetary concerns and timing of fielding new assets should be

filled by establishing firm ROK-US-Japan combined defense posture,

Key Words : SLBM(Submarine Launched Ballastic Missile), North Korean
WMD, North Korean Submarine, ROKN Response Strategy
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