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In Search of an Alternative Regional Industrial Policy by Linking
Cluster Policy with Smart Specialization Strategy and the Triple Helix
Innovation System
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Abstract : After the participatory government began, various cluster policies in explicit and tacit forms
had been promoted. However, an opinion of coming up with new policy alternative different from the
existing one is recently brought up for strengthening the competitiveness of industrial agglomerations.
This research attempts to discuss the ways in which both a smart specialization strategy and a triple-helix
innovation system approach, as an alternative approach to regional industrial policy, are theoretically as-
sociated with the existing cluster policy. Through this discussion, it highlights that post-cluster policy
should be not just based on regional specificity, but also facilitated by establishing the consensus space
of innovation on the bassis of voluntary cooperation among industry, academy and government. It also
stresses that it is necessary to focus on nurturing a new industry by systematic and intensive investment

and the diversification of industrial cluster for reinforcing competitiveness of local universities and revi-
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talizing practical cooperation between industry and university.

Key Words : industrial agglomeration, cluster policy, smart specialization strategy, triple-helix innovation

system, regional industrial policy
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