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The Research Trends and Agendas of Geography for Unification in Korea
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Abstract : 2015 was the seventieth year from the liberation and the division of Korean peninsular. Although
the research on the unification has been performed in various interdisciplinary fields since the liberation of
Korea, the geographic research on the unification based on the space stays in a minority. It is time to wrap up
the literatures and discourses centered on geography for preparing the unification and taking a view of Ko-
rean territory of future unification. The starting point is to define the concept of the geography for unifica-
tion and give careful consideration to the geographic research trends related to the unification that has been
achieved since the liberation of Korea. The geography for unification should be understood in the concept of
time and space. First of all, the geography for unification can be composed of the stages such as the research
for unification, the research for unification impact, the research for united Korea, and the geopolitics of East
Asia under the concept of time. It also can be divided into the regions such as Korea, North Korea, border-
lands between North Korea-China and North Korea-Russia including South and North Korea, and North
East Asia and Pan Pacific Ocean. The geographic research on the unification embracing the concept of time
and space can be defined as the geography for unification. The purpose of this study is to elicit the concept
and the research field of the geography for unification in the perspective of discourse, investigate the research

trends by geographic themes, and suggest the agendas of the geography for future unification.
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