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Abstract The purpose of this study is to attempt to analyze factors affecting elderly persons’ life-sustaining
treatment preferences, focusing on ego integrity trait. This study used data from Elderly Profiles and Welfare
Needs of the Elderly Persons(2014). The analysis sample was 10,451 cases. 86.4 percent of the sample
responded that they disagree with life-sustaining treatment. Analysis results are as follows: being female(s
=-.045, p<.001), the younger(S =-.024, p<.05), having more education years(s =.027, p<.05), higher satisfaction
of life( =.022, p<.05), responding that they had thought about their own funeral(s =.032, p<.01), responding
that they had used senior centers over the last one year(8 =-.038, p<.0l1) are related to disapproval of life
sustaining treatment. This research shows that ego integrity trait such as satisfaction of life, or accepting and
preparing one’s own death, is related to disapproval of life-sustaining treatment.
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(Table 1) Descriptive Statistics of Variables (N =10,451)
Variables N (M) % (SD)

Gender female 6,169 59.0

male 4,282 41.0

S 65-74 5962 57.0

C?}ﬁ‘ii;‘gﬁ; Agelyear) 7584 3850 %38

8 + 639 6.2

. rural area 3,446 33.0

Area of residence rban arca 7006 670

none 3,469 33.2

. Education years elementry/middle/high 6,311 60.4

Economic

Characteristics college + 671 64

Welfare benefit recipient 1o 9’_85,6 9_4 3

yes 595 57

low 3212 30.7

.. . . medium 3,229 30.9

Satisfaction of life high 380 B3

R missing 170 16

Feo Integrity o 1,183 13
Characteristics )

‘Whether one thought about one’s own funeral yes 9,097 87.1

missing 17 16

. - no 7,239 69.3

Whether one used senior centers within 1 year ves 3212 307

agree very much 44 4

agree 408 39

. . SO SO 784 75

Life-sustaining Treatment Preferences disagroe 3861 %69

disagree very much 5,178 49.6

missing 176 1.7

(A3, Wl %
£ $HAH Bk

Al SEAF 49,

ah= 8ol 9,03978(86.4%) = widst
H, 2 S Fe wije]d s %

5% LERSITE

4.2 ZA{ XS] LY Edof ME HEYX|=

MSE9|
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(Table 2 The Association between Individual Characteristics and Life—sustaining Treatment Preferences

(N =10,451)
Life-sustaing Treantment Preferences
Variables Agree very No . Disagree X2
much Agree difference Disagree very much
. female 17 222 444 2,298 3,083 .
Gender male 27 186 300 1563 209 13964
65-67 22 244 427 2,164 3,065
Age(year) 75-84 21 142 293 1,470 1,854 25,0503
8 + 1 22 64 227 259
none 9 122 295 1,336 1,616
- . clementary/ . .
Education years middle/ high 29 267 436 2,313 3,190 38.1045x
college + 6 19 53 212 372
rural area 12 152 291 1,246 1,693
Resi f . . 11.138
esidence of area 4 e 2 256 193 2615 348 i
. .. . no 43 384 746 3,652 4,867 .
Welfare benefit recipient vos 1 21 = 209 10 3545
low 11 114 260 1,295 1,530
Satisfaction of life  medium 8 147 234 1,322 1515 89,854
high 25 147 290 1,244 2,133
Whethery one thought no 1 4J 121 4(86( 5255 2890
about one’s own funeral yes 43 363 662 3,375 4,650
Whether one used % %62 513 2,624 3659
senior centers within 1 19.665%x
year yes 18 146 271 1,237 1519
*PL05, * * P01, * ** P<001
4.4 AHX g MSEO FES 0xl= 22 Tk 7 9 A E HAEEe] JE&S nx= Hele
<Table 4>+ =019] AWAE Aowo] L vz ATAGE AL BE WFso] fofd o= e
L gole AW u7| 98 thEIARAL AAT Aifo] T AUA FdFES RoFE ZE3 IFAATE 44
o} 3| ARDE oF 06%(FAE R2FHe AwEe zh= (B=-045, p<00D), =T 0] H(B=-038, p<0l), ¥
Aoz Uehgth ®F3h e Hatgro] 0, gz UdElEAtel tigh Azbol (B=.032, p<01), 5AF(B
7b 12 UER} 23be) ATFREA S 2Eel= AL stol =027, p<05), 4o THEE(B=022, p<.05), AH(B=-024,
(Table 3) Correlation among Variables (N =10,451)
Varia . . - . .
V1 V2 V3 V4 V5 V6 V7 V8 V9
bles
V1 1
\ =027 1
V3 =038k =044 1
7 032% 306w — 2B 1
V5 019+ 016 =078k 193k 1
V6 014 ~ 057w 057w — 093 O 1
V7 025 160k =168k 303 =038k — 225k 1
V8 S 004 0603 021 -012 015 025 1
V9 =043k =087 179k = 24T % =359k =048k 07285 024 1

= p<0b, #x p<l 01, #=xx p<001

V1= life-sustaining treatment preferences; V2= gender; V3= age; V4= education years; V5= area of residence; V6= welfare benefit recipient;
V7= Satisfaction of life; V8= whether one thought about one’s own funeral; V9= whether one used senior centers within 1 year.
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(N =10,451)

(Table 4) Multiple Regression on Life—sustaining Treatment Preferences

VIF

tolerance

p

.000

SE.
120

Variables

36.793
-4.199

-2.284

4421 s

Constant
Gender

5

75w

Demographic

Characteristics

1.19
1.120
1.174

834
893
852

000
022
976

-.024
000

027
022
032

018
001
018

-.003%
001

Age(year)

030
2.305

Are of residence

1.455
1154

1.006

687

.021
038

.001

002
015
025

Economic
Characteristics

005

Education years

867

2.072

031

Satisfaction of life

Whether one thought about one’s

own funeral

3.263

082+

Ego Integrity
Characteristics

1.246

802

.000

-3484

-.038

019

‘Whether one used senior centers

within 1 year

0BT

006
9.164s5

adj R?

*p < 05 ** p < 0l **=*x p < 001
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