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Abstract

This study is to investigate the meaning and value of Usonian Automatic House System(UAHS) of Frank Lloyd Wright in his

later period, focused on materials, methods, and his thoughts. The results of this study are follows.

UAHS was the outcome of moderate cost and prefab house which Wright had successively attempted after the early Prairie

period. The construction was simple and comparatively cheap, but subsequent automatics were difficult and expensive to build.

Nevertheless, it was sufficiently flexible to support a rather wide range of house designs. Concrete was the inert mass and a

plastic material. Wright saw a kind of weaving coming out of it. He also saw a kind of concrete masonry, steel for warp and

masonry units for woof in the automatic concrete block. The reinforced bars in hollowed joints of concrete block increased the

safety factor and affected the expression of the construction through the stabilization they provided. But they did not give concrete

block the capability of structural span. Standardization as the soul of the machine might be seen in UAHS. The concrete blocks

were more cheap, lighter, and larger hollowed plain than textile blocks in 1920s. But the variety of pattern and different block

types in the UAHS were achieved at some sacrifice of standardization. The repetitive nature of production was compromised for

artistic goals. The sense of compromise was not maximized, however, because the units as installed looked far more repetitive than

they actually were.
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Fig. 3 Textile Block Houses
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Joseph Mollica, H, 1958(Pre-fab No.l)/Walter Rudin, H, 1957(/Pre-fab No.1)

Fig. 5. Edman Prefab Houses
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Table 1. Seven Usonian Automatic Houses that were built
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