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For students, astronomy is not only interesting but also difficult to learn. However, there is a limit in
learning astronomy in a school science setting since astronomy is vast subject. Fortunately, science
museums can be helpful in overcoming this limitation. Experiences in science museum provide something
that any descriptions or illustrations cannot give. Therefore, to maximize the educational effect, it is
necessary to look at astronomical exhibits regarding the educational aspects and complement them.

For these reasons, the purpose of this study is to investigate characteristics of exhibitions related to

eywo ds astronomy and how much the exhibitions reflect the contents of their science curricula. We selected
science museum, famous science museums in Korea, America, and Japan and analyzed characteristics of their astronomy
astronomy,

exhibition. We analyze these characteristics in the aspects of exhibition technology & media, presentation
method and activity types. Also, this study figures out how content of exhibitions are connected to school
science curriculum.

The results are summarized as follows: First, Science Museums of America and Japan utilize interactive
exhibits to raise participation. It implies that Science Museum of Korea needs Interactive Exhibits that
provide a realistic experience of the universe. Second, the astronomy exhibits reflect some of the learning
elements of their science curricula concerned with astronomy. However, these astronomical contents are
included selectively and not according to their required curriculum. It means that many students lack
the opportunity to study Astronomy in their schools. Therefore, the astronomy museum must reflect
learning elements of science curricula concerned with astronomy in the exhibits.

Earth science curriculum,
interactive exhibition,
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Table 1. Introduction of science museums in the study
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Table 2. Case study objects of astronomical exhibits
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