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ABSTRACT

This study seeks to analyze how children’s moral emotions affect their social competence. Moral
emotions focus on empathy and sympathy. The purpose of this research is to offer basic data for
establishing both amoral and emotional educational program. The subjects of this research involve 182
children(either 4 or 5 year olds) that have lived in Korea. Analysis of the collected data have
yielded some interesting results. First, it is found that children’s empathy and sympathy
are dependent on children’s age and their fathers’ educational level; as a result, increasing the age of the
children and their fathers’ educational level are found to increase empathy and sympathy.
Secondly, both empathy and sympathy scores are found to have correlation to the scores of positive
reciprocity, capability, and interpersonal relation on social competence. Sympathy scores increase with
respect to the leadership scores of social competence. Lastly, children’s empathy is a factor that affects
positive reciprocity, capability, interpersonal relation, and participation on social competence. Their
sympathy affects leadership on social competence. The results of this study suggest
that strengthening the empathy and sympathy levels of children could partially enhance their social

competence.

I Key words moral emotions, empathy, sympathy, social competence
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