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Progress and Prospect of Research on North Korea
in Korean Human Geography
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Abstract : This study is to review research issues on North Korea and unified territory in terms of topics and
approach method in Korean human geography. The conclusion of this paper is as follows. Before 1980’s,
topics on political geography, such as geopolitics or unified land, were the main stream in research. In
1990’s with the end of the cold war and the access to material which was published in North Korea, scope of
research was widened especially in geography education. After 2000’s with the expansion of cooperation be-
tween South and North Korea, the scope of topics were more expanded in all field of human geography, for
example, critical geopolitic in political geography, Gaeseong Industrial Complex, Najin-Seonbong region in
economic geography, place names, Geumgangsan, North Korean defectors in social and cultural geography.
The approach method of toward North Korea is fall into two categories. One is regional geography and the
other is the unified land. In the latter approach, topics on the regional structure after reunification or on the
life adaptation of defectors in South Korea etc. were studied. After unification of land, new Korean Studiea
will be established and human geographers should make ready for this. Before unification, research on the

land in north Korea should be proceeded in terms of historical geography.

Key Words : North Korean studies, geopolitics, DMZ, border region, Gaeseong Industrial Complex, Geum-

gangsan, geography education, place names
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