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Effects of Mentoring Senior Core Fundamental Nursing Skills
Education on Clinical Competence and Critical Thinking Disposition in
Nursing Students
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Abstract The purpose of this study was to identify the effects of mentoring senior core fundamental nursing
skills education on clinical competence and critical thinking disposition in nursing students. The research design
was a one group pre-posttest design and the participants were 57 nursing students. The contents consisted of 3
core fundamental nursing skills of wvital sign, nelaton -catheterization and subcutaneous injection and total
duration of 6 hours. Mentoring seniors conducted to rapport forming & education and evaluated them after
exercise and evaluation under the guidance of professor. Data were collected using self-administered
questionnaires in pre-test and post-test, the collected data were analyzed using paired t-tests. The result shows
the scores of clinical competence and critical thinking disposition were increased significantly after mentoring
senior core fundamental nursing skills education in nursing students. The results indicate that this study was
effective in improving nursing students clinical competence and critical thinking disposition in core fundamental
nursing skills and is expected to be utilized in nusing practice education. Additional studies including those on
control groups are recommended to compare difference between the experimental group and control group.
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(Table 2) Characteristics of Participants

(N=53)
Variables Categories n(%) or M(SD)
Gender Male 9(17)
Female 44(83)
Image of Good 30(56.6)
nurse Moderate 23(43.4)
Motivation | “Ptitude and interest 20(37.7)
. Recommendation by o
for applying 13(24.6)
to nursing pefrents and teacher 20(37.7)
High employment rate
Needs for
other than Yes 44(83)
the regular Moderate 9(17)
curriculum
Confidence Vital sign 6.36(1.73)
of nursing Nelaton catheterization 6.09(1.73)
skills Subcutaneous injection 5.79(1.91)
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(Table 3) Comparison of Clinical Competence
and Critical Thinking Disposition in

Nursing Students (N=53)
. Pre-test | Post-test
Variables MGD) | MGSD) | ¢ ’
Clinical competence 341(53) | 361(53) | 400 | < .001
Basic nursing care 353(66) | 3.70(67) | 2.06 023
Psychosocial nursing 356(68) | 367(60) | 154 065
Monitoring & Physical | o5 o) | 366(68) | 482 | < 001
assessment of patient
Education of patients | 345(.75) | 3.63(.60) | 257 007
Nursing intervention 3.3556() | 355(62) | 2.8 .003
Nursing process 3.30(54) | 351(56) | 354 | < .001
Critical thinking 34231 | 350049 | 371 | < 001
disposition
Intellectual fairness 3.74(43) | 3.73(.46) -.08 A67
Systematicity 3.20(46) | 367(190)| 176 042
Self-confidence 3.35(48) | 3.62(.65) 374 | < .001
Intellectual eagerness | 3.47(44) | 3.58(.53) 1.79 .040
Prudence 3.30(50) | 3.56(.55) 422 | < .001
Healthy skepticism 354(37) | 353(.38) | -1.91 425
Objectivity 3.33(42) | 3.43(59) 2.86 .003
* p <05
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