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Abstract

This study was designed to examine the Trends and Characteristics of Infringement of right to
likeness by the Press in Korea. We did an analysis of 81 cases of the court’s rulings related to
Infringement of right to likeness by the Press from 1990 to 2014. As a result, it shows that the first
court’s ruling of portrait rights violations by the press was made in 1990. The results showed that
there were the increasing number of disputing cases over Infringement of right to likeness against
Broadcasting media in the 2000s compared to monthly magazines in the 1990s, which were regarded
as gonzo journalism. Since the 2000s, 71% of lawsuits regarding Infringement of right to likeness has
been against the Broadcasting Media due to increasing the influence of the broadcasting and
possibility of Infringement of right to likeness by visual images. Especially, the number of lawsuits
on infringement of rights to likeness has increased rapidly by the Broadcasting Media. Only 23
cases(28.4%) of total 81 cases were decided in favor of the press. the press shows the low success
in disputing the rights of likeness. this study shows the korean courts put more weight on the right
to likeness and the breaking a balance between freedom of the press and right of person’s character.
However, 52.9% of the cases was decided in favor of The press against the plaintiff of public figures
compared to 22% against the public. It can be difficult for public figures to win lawsuit against the
press causing the Infringement of right to likeness. Judging from this fact, it seemed that the court
recognized media watchdog for public figures.
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