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Fatherhood Representations of Childcare Entertainment Reality Programs
— A Semiotic Study on a Reality Program, “Where Are We Going, Dad?” of MBC
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to analyze representations of fatherhood of childcare
entertainment reality programs. For this purpose, two episodes of <Where Are We Going,
Dad?> of MBC were analyzed by semiotic analytic methods, especially, signs, images, combined
level of significations, etc. The results indicated that fathers of the programs reflected modern
ideal images of feminist fatherhood in which fathers cooperated to care children with mothers,
and played the role of intimate friend-daddies, daddies as friends. A post-modern male ideology

was inherent in those fatherhood changes.

Those fathers in this program intermittently exposed narratives of inexperienced fathers while
dedicating themselves to cooperative childcare adequate to the purpose of the program,
suggesting that it would reproduce the mother—childcare ideology as a result. Furthermore,

although such reflected changes towards

represented the modern ideal fatherhood,

fatherhood enthusiastically involving in childcare
it is still identified that gender stereotypes,

gender—based discrimination and patriarchal male ideologies were inherent in the ways of their
guiding children. In short, such trend of friend-daddies did not imply an revolutional change
from male-centered patriarchal family structures to male-female cooperated family structures.

B keyword: | Childcare Entertainment Reality Program | Where are we going, dad? | Cooperative Childcare |
Gender Role Socialization | Semiotic Analysis |
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