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Discrepancy between the Perception and Reality of early Childhood Educators
Regarding Creative Competency of the early Childhood Education Institutions
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Abstract

This research studies the discrepancy between the perception and reality of the early childhood
educators regarding the creative competency of the early childhood education institutions, and the
differences stemming from the background characteristics of the educators. Subjects were 114
early childhood educators drawn from kindergartens in Daegu and Gyeongbuk province. 180
questionnaires were delivered through physical visit or mail to the institutions. The collected data
were analyzed using t-tests, one-way ANOVA and the Scheffe post hoc test, and the result is
as thus. Firstly, the discrepancy between the perception and the reality of the educators was
significantly different in all sub—domains. Secondly, The discrepancy between the perception and
reality, according to the background characteristics, showed significantly different in the
following domains: according to the position of the educators, in some sub-domains of autonomy;
according to the academic background, in some sub-domains of the leadership; according to the
career of the educators, in some sub-domains of diversity; and according to the age of the
educators, in some sub-domains of diversity and leadership.
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