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The purpose of the study is to reflect on ‘myself’ as a teacher educator of college of education in depth
and to improve my instruction through self-study with three critical collaborators. 17 pre-service science
teachers and I have participated in this study of a teacher educator’s course since March 2016 after
the preliminary practice in 2015. The video recorded the course for 11 weeks with about 40 hours of
lessons. The data source also included teacher educator’s reflective journals, lecture evaluations, online
boards and so on. Questionnaires were distributed and answered both at the beginning and at the end
of the course and pre-service teachers wrote their reflective journals. Four of them were in the focus
group interviews. During the course, the weekly group meeting of critical collaborators analyzed the
emerging issues based on the lesson clips and teacher educator’s reflective journals with discussion for
the course innovation. Four phases were revealed in the process and for the purpose of the course such

as exploration, conflicts, challenges, and changes. The results showed that first, we identified tensions
among the teacher educator’s multiple identities as a lecturer, a faculty member, and a researcher. Second,
there were differences between goals of teacher educator and pre-service teachers in the course, and
this obstructed the success of the course sometimes. Third, these practices led to explore balanced
alternative views and interpretations of the problem by critical views and to expand and improve our
teaching practice and thinking. In addition, the self-study with critical collaborators helped to bring
conflicts and issues below my practice to light for collaborative reflection and it gave a chance to
understand ourselves as teacher educators in different ways.
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Table 2. Phases of teacher educator’s self study and practices of the participants
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