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Objective: This study’s purpose was to develop a teaching competency scale for character
education for early childhood teachers and to examine its reliability.

Methods: The study procedure was as follows: First, scale items were generated by reviewing the
literature as a deductive approach and focused interviews with 8 field experts in an inductive
approach. Second, face validation was assessed by 7 academic experts, and statistical validation
processes were done twice. The data used in the final statistical analyses included 206
questionnaires for early childhood teachers. Statistical validation included item response analysis,
item discrimination analysis, exploratory factor analysis, confirmatory factor analysis, and
reliability analysis.

Results: The 3 factors identified were as follows: Communicate teaching competence, practical
teaching competence, and instrumental teaching competence. The validity and reliability of the
Teaching Competency Scale for Character Education in Early Childhood Teachers were acceptable.
Conclusion: This new scale will be a useful tool to better support character education for early
childhood teachers and contribute to providing a basis for developing more sophisticated tools.
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Table 1
General Characteristics of Participants
Variable Frequency (%)
Age (year)
20-29 78 37.86
30-39 46 22.33
Above 40 82 39.81
Gender
Female 205 99.51
Male 1 0.49
Teaching experience (year)
Under 3 63 30.58
Above 3~under 5 48 23.30
Above 5~under 10 55 26.70
Above 10 39 18.93
Education level
Child care teacher training course 44 21.36
Vocational college graduate 65 31.55
University graduate 79 38.35
Graduate school or above 4 1.94
Institution type
Child care center 142 68.93
Private 123
Public 8
Workplace 11
Kindergarten 62 30.10
Private 43
Public 19
Children’s age (year)
0-1 47 22.82
2-3 81 39.32
4-5 66 32.04
Mixed age 9 4.37
Total 206 100.00
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Table 2
References Related to the Principles of Character Education

Researchers Principles of character education
Lickona (1996) * Promotes core values
and Character. * Defines character to include thinking, feeling,
org (n.d.) and doing

* Uses a comprehensive approach
* Creates a caring community
* Provides students with opportunities for
moral action
* Offers a meaningful and challenging
academic curriculum
* Fosters students’ self-motivation
* Engages staff as a learning community
* Fosters shared leadership
* Engages families and community members
as partners
* Assesses the culture and climate of the school
Berkowitz and Bier ¢ Quality of implementation
(2004) * Comprehensive, multifaceted character
education
* Student bonding to school
* Leadership is key
* Character education is good education
* Character education as primary prevention
* Staff development
* Direct skill building
* Parent involvement
* Student reflection on social and moral issues
* Adults as role models
Jeong et al. (2013) * Select core values and competencies
* “Good organized academic curriculum”
* Character education through the Curriculum
* Creates a righteous and caring community
* Leadership by the principal
* Teachers” good influence on students
* Cooperation by families and community
members
* Students’ self-motivation
* Opportunities for moral action
* Effective analysis and reflux

Table 3
References Related to the Teacher Efficacy in Character Education

Researchers Components of efficacy
Milson and Mehlig (2002) Personal efficacy

General efficacy

Lim et al. (2015) Creativity-character teaching
Creativity teaching

Character teaching
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Table 4
References Related to Competency

Institutes Components of competency
OECD (2005) * Use tools interactively

* Interact in heterogenous groups

* Act autonomously

e Traditional skill

¢ Horizontal skill

EC (n.d.)

Massachusetts * Understanding the growth and development of
EEC (2010) children and youth

* Guiding and interacting with children and youth

* Partnering with families and communities

* Health, safety, and nutrition

* Learning environments and implementing
curriculum

¢ Observation, assessment, and documentation

* Program planning and development

* Professionalism and leadership
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Table 5

Results From Focused Group Interviews

Relevance of

Term expressions in the interviews factors

Primary education shall be made in the home Communicative

using character education. To provide teaching

guidelines for character education in the competency
home. Cooperation with parents and to
induce their participation. To share data
with fellow teachers. To create a culture for
systematic character education with members

in kindergarten and child care centers.

The teacher should be a role model for the Practical teaching
children. The purpose of character education ~ competency

should be developing and growing their

personality and be happy with the child rather

than seeing children as human resources.

The growth of their personality should be

conducted using intrinsic motivation with

the child.

To select the key virtues for character education. Instrumental
To provide clear guidance for concrete  teaching
practical ideas. To effectively lead in order to  competency

suit the child’s age. To lead young children’s
basic habit formation. The lessons of young
children should be aesthetically pleasing
in order to understand the meaning of
humanity. To plan programs and projects
for all participating members. Linked to
everyday real-life, teaching activities, and
character education. Character education
activities are recorded and reflected upon. To
systematically assess character education. To
reflect the recording and evaluation of data on
the following activities.
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Table 6
Domains and Components of the Teaching Competency Scale for Character Education in Early Childhood Teachers

Factors No. Items

Communicative 1 [ make core items of virtue regarding character education for young children with members of the institution
teaching (president, colleagues; e.g., sharing, caring).

competency 2 [ make core items of virtue regarding character education for young children with their parents.
I share effective methods of character education for young children with my colleague teachers.

4 1 provide parents with guidelines of character education for young children (e.g., providing parent education,
sending news letters to parents).

5 I encourage parents to be involved in character education for young children through communicating with them.

6 1 utilize community resources developed for character education for young children (e.g., resources for supervision
of teaching, funding).

Practical teaching 7 I am strongly willing to put character education for young children into practice.

competency 8 When I manage my classroom, I give my priority to constructing caring relationships among the classroom
members.
9 I can effectively handle a conflict between children.
10 I respect children’s opinions and performance so that they can actively participate in activities.
11 I teach young children to empathize with feelings of others by fully accepting their own feelings.
12 I am showing exemplary behaviors and attitudes to young children.

13 I emphasize character education for young children’s own happiness and satisfaction without using reinforcement
or rewards .

14 T take children’s daily lives as an opportunity for character education (e.g., outdoor playtime).
15 I provide young children with pro-social activities and have them think about its meaning (e.g., a helper activity).

16 I provide young children with activities for them to contribute to their local community and have them think
about its meanings (e.g., helping people in need, visiting senior citizen centers).

Instrun}llental 171 can select core items of virtue, regarding character education for young children.
teachin Lo . . . . .
& 18 1 can suggest concrete expected behaviors in teaching core items of virtue, regarding character education for young
competency children
19 1 make a systematic plan to establish character education for young children.

20
21
22

I make lesson plans to get most curriculum activities, related with character education.

I know how to teach developmentally appropriate activities to develop young children’s daily life habits.
I can make a character education program for young children that parents can participate in.

23 T keep a record of the teaching process of character education for young children.

24 T evaluate if my class has a classroom culture to emphasize character.

25 1 evaluate myself on how my teaching has improved for character education.
26

I regularly evaluate how much my teaching of character education influences young children.

27 1 use the results of the evaluation, regarding my own teaching character education, for the next lessons.
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A|4<= Table 109]] A A5}
Table 10041, 2}3}He= 4=2]%= NC = 2.15, CFI = .86, RMSEA
= 082 NC9| A3 7|E2 8 7Fe e 4201 213 (Ullman,

Table 7
Distribution of Item Responses of the Teaching Competency Scale for Character Education in Early Childhood Teacher
Frequency
N (%)

Factors No. 3 4 5 M SD
Communicative 1 1 (0.5) 15 (7.3 90  (43.7) 83 (40.3) 17 (8.3)  3.49 0.77
teaching 2 2 (1.0) 40 (19.4) 99 (48.1) 57 27.7) 8 (3.9) 3.14 0.81
competency 3 1 (0.5) 14 ( 6.8) 75  (36.4) 98 (47.6) 18 8.7)  3.57 0.77
4 0 (0.0) 14 (6.8) 74 (359) 88 (42.7) 30 (14.6) 3.65 0.81
5 0 (0.0) 19 (9.2 68 (33.00 102 (49.5) 17 (8.3) 3.57 0.77
6 11 (5.3) 75 (36.4) 81 (39.3) 31 (15.0) 8 (3.9) 2.76 0.91
Practical teaching 7 1 (0.5) 7 ( 3.4) 59 (28.6) 103 (50.0) 36 (17.5) 3.81 0.78
competency 8 0 (0.0) 6 (29 52 (25.2) 111 (53.9) 37 (18.0) 3.87 0.73
9 1 (0.5) 6 (29 92 (44.7) 93 (45.1) 14 (6.8) 3.55 0.69
10 0 (0.0) 4 (1.9 71 (34.5) 112 (54.4) 19 9.2) 3.71 0.66
11 0 (0.0) 4 (1.9 74 (35.9) 111 (53.9) 17 (8.3) 3.68 0.65
12 4 (1.9) 6 (29 80 (38.8) 108 (52.4) 8 (3.9) 3.51 0.79
13 0 (0.0) 18 ( 8.7) 107 (51.9) 69 (33.5) 12 (5.8) 3.36 0.72
14 0 (0.0) 8 (3.9 77  (37.4) 102 (49.5) 19 9.2) 3.64 0.70
15 1 (0.5) 16 (7.8) 93  (45.1) 70 (34.0) 26 (12.6) 3.50 0.83
16 15 (7.3) 46 (22.3) 103 (50.0) 35 (17.0) 7 (3.4) 2.87 0.90
Instrumental teaching 17 1 0.5) 12 (58 114 (55.3) 71 (34.5) 7 (3.4) 3.35 0.67
competency 18 2 (1.0) 16 (7.8 117 (56.8) 66 (32.0) 5 (2.4) 3.27 0.68
19 1 (0.5) 30 (14.6) 113  (54.9) 56 (27.2) 6 (2.9) 3.17 0.72
20 1 (0.5) 21 (10.2) 96  (46.6) 78 (37.9) 10 (4.9) 3.36 0.75
21 1 (0.5) 8 (3.9 73 (35.4) 107 (51.9) 17 (8.3) 3.64 0.71
22 8 (3.9) 54 (26.2) 110 (53.4) 29 (14.1) 5 (2.4) 2.85 0.80
23 5 (2.4) 49 (23.8) 101 (49.0) 40 (19.4) 11 (5.3) 3.01 0.86
24 8 (3.9) 51 (24.8) 97  (47.1) 46 (22.3) 4 (1.9) 294 0.84
25 7 (3.4) 35 (17.0) 86  (41.7) 71 (34.5) 7 (3.4) 3.17 0.87
26 5 (2.4) 53 (25.7) 90  (43.7) 55 (26.7) 3 (1.5)  2.99 0.83
27 4 (1.9) 28 (13.6) 99 (48.1) 66 (32.0) 9 (4.4) 3.23 0.81

Note. N =2006.
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Table 8 2001), CF12] A3} 7]%(Bollen, 1989)7F RMSEAS] A3 7]
Item Discrimination of the Teaching Competency Scale for Z(Browne & Cudeck, 1993)F Z}z} 4=8- 7]=3} 2~Z0| ]t}
Character Education in Early Childhood Teachers Shu, AE 74 51912 015 7He] T W mElo] e A
e e  oa osp % IR MATE AR 1 BAL Figure 19] A 31910k
nicative Under33% 63 294  0.67 Lavaan program @] -22%7g 4] Wl Z Aol A Sl of

2 Over 68% 71 361 080 699 o 4 woelo e = ool HalERo] Al
Under 33% 63 270 0.69 Sk R RIS v 23} S AAIS, & QIR SAZ
3 Over 68% 71 4.01 0.62 7 45%F*
Under 33% 63 3.11 0.76
4 Over 68% 71 4.06  0.69 5.57*** Table 9

Under33% 63 330  0.85 v..  Exploratory Factor Analysis for Items (Components) of the Teaching
5 8": giz//o Z; ggg gzz 9.02 Competency Scale for Character Education in Early Childhood
nder 33% . .
6 Over 68% 71 335 081 924w  leachers
Under 33% 63 2.17  0.66 Comm-
Practical 7 Over 68% 71 4.23 0.68 7 42%* No. Factor 1 Factor 2 Factor 3 Factor 4 Factor 5 unality
Under 33% 63 3.32 0.74 N 26 .78 22 .13 .04 .19 .64
8 Over 68% 71 4.23 0.61 7.25%**
Under 33% 63 3.40 0.71 25 .68 22 .15 .14 .16 .62
9 Over 68% 71 3.89 0.64 6.62%** 27 .66 37 25 10 -.06 60
Under 33% 63 3.19 0.56 24 .60 .38 .04 .23 .29 .63
*okok
10 Over 68% 71 414 052 10.21 23 48 35 a1 05 33 53
Under 33% 63 3.21 0.54
Under 33% 63 3.16 0.51 19 .29 .60 22 .16 .16 .56
Under 33% 63 2.89 0.92 / = 7 ' ' ' 7
Under 33% 63 2.83 0.49 18 .37 .54 .10 22 .26 .63
14 Orer gi‘;//" n ;*(1’2 0.8 9.3 6 A5 40 5 16 24 36
nder 33% . .
15 Over 68% 71 3.99 0.75 8.79xx 14 21 .39 27 .18 .16 46
Under 33% 63 2.94 0.62 15 25 .39 27 .20 .16 47
16 Over 68% 71 3.39 0.71 8.01*** 11 15 21 61 16 40 56
Under 33% 63 230  0.85
InStru— 17 OVCI‘ 680/0 71 3.87 0.56 10.20*** 10 .16 .18 .60 .29 .24 .55
mental Under 33% 63 292  0.52 8 .08 .10 .55 43 .06 49
18 SVZr 68% 21 3.77 0,27 9.43%*x 9 13 .26 .52 .19 .08 45
nder 33% 3 2.81 0.62
19 Over 680/0 71 3.68 0.65 9.22*** 21 .17 .44 .46 .09 .17 .46

Under33% 63  2.63  0.66 -09 25 19 .62 .16 48

1

20 Over 68% 71 386 0.64 8.80* 3 07 29 14 60 .06 .43
Under 33% 63 2.84  0.70

21 Over 68% 71 410 051  8.89%* / A5 23558 096
Under 33% 63 3.19 0.67 2 .36 -.07 .06 49 .19 .36

22 Over 68% 71 3.37 0.64 10.01*** 4 -.02 .18 .28 41 14 .39

23 Over 68% 71 3.54 0.81 8.50*** >

24 Over 68% 71 361 062  11.73%* 13 16 .19 24 13 50 .42
Under33% 63 229  0.68 16 37 18 .10 .10 46 41

25 Over 68% 71  3.80 0.69 9.63%**
Under33% 63 260 0.75 Eigenvalues 328 3.08 249 245 1.86

26 Over 68% 71 355 0.67 9.52*  Variance  12.15 1140 924 9.06 6.87
Under 33% 63 2.41 0.71 (%)

27 Over 68% 71 3.85 0.60 8.97*** .
Under 33% 63 273 0.81 Cumulative 12.15 23.55 32.79 41.84 48.72

< 001, 06)




KJCS

Goh and Jeon 140

Table 10.
Fir Indices of Observed Model
RMSEA (.08)
v df NC TLI CFI SRMR LO90 HI90

Fit indices 536.42 249 2.15 .84 .86 .07 .07 .08
FO1S CR A sralue BAIEILE B QAPAT A BE i g0l A S e TR o] 7 AukEel 4w ol

RRIFBFFY zvaluer= 5.83 (p < .001) OJF 2 FAHOR S ohFe A2 7o
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Frolakde). 3t Figure 1042 H

19] 323} S| A Al M= 48 ~ 752 mElo] F ebd A
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Figure 1. Results of confirmatory factor analysis.

Table 11
Reliability of the Scale and Number of Items

Exploratory Number

factor analysis of items

Confirmatory

factor analysis Cronbach’s o

Communicative  Factor 4 4 .68 .68 .92
teaching
competency

Practical teaching Factor 3 5 .81 .82
COmMPELency  Facror 5 3 .64

Instrumental Factor 1 7 83 .90
teaching Factor 2 5 .86
competency
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