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Abstract

Despite a dramatic increase in the use of smartphones these days, the elderly’s smartphone
usage rate is relatively low. This is because there are some facts limiting the elderly’s access
to the smartphones: 1) aging in both physical and cognitive abilities and 2) complicated functions
that are hard to see in the phones. In this study, we studied how Korean typography influence
the elderly’s legibility and extracted proper Korean typography factors that would best suit the
elderly when they use the smartphones.

As a result of the study and legibility evaluation for the 24 seniors over 65, we could witness
the excellence of 13pt font size compared to 11 or 12 and the Serif typeface as being better than
San Serif typeface. On the other hand, the space between the letters and lines did not make a
big influence on the elderly’s readability. From the preference evaluation, there were no
differences found between Serif typeface and San Serif typeface. However, a bigger font size was
preferred in the order of 13pt, 12pt, and 11lpt. There was no difference in preference found
regarding the space between the letters and the lines. We expect that proper Korean typography
in smartphones could help the elderly in using the smartphones well.
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