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The Purpose and Evaluation of the Korea Broadcasting System’'s Globalization
Project “Insight Asia”
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Abstract

The 4-part series of <Confucianism, Journey of 2500 years>, the 6-part series of <Asian Corridor in
Heaven>, the 7 part-series of <Noodle Road>, and the 6-part series of <A Human Land> differ
in terms of their themes, although each one of them focuses on Asia. By winning prominent
prizes around the world, these documentaries produced by the ‘Insight Asia’ Project Team of the
Korea Broadcasting System (KBS) were affirmed of their competence in producing quality
material. The purpose of Insight Asia Project was to improve the quality of KBS documentaries,
and to make them competitive in the world market, Europe in particular. The specific goal
'Insight Asia’ Team set for itself was to produce, in 5 years’ time, documentaries of equal caliber
to the (pre-Murdoch) National Geographic and the BBC. Unfortunately, the “Korean Wave,”
which was once active in the drama genre, was in stagnation at the time the team was being
launched. As a result, KBS shifted refocused on documentaries as its driving force and provided
detailed minute plans of action. However, the ‘Insight Asia’ Project was suspended abruptly in
its fourth year, after a change in management in the network, and a discussion or evaluation on
‘Insight Asia’ Project never occurred. This study’s objective is to retrace how the project ‘Insight
Asia’ had been developed, and to clarify its meaning with respect to the KBS’s globalization
project. For this study, producers who participated in the project were interviewed.
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