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Factors Affecting Attitudes toward Terminal Care in Nursing Students

Myoung-Ju Jo, R.N., Ph.D.

College of Nursing, Catholic University of Pusan, Busan, Korea

Purpose: This study was petformed to explore factors that influence attitudes toward terminal care in nursing
students. Methods: Data were collected using a self-reported questionnaire filled by 175 nursing students at a
university in a metropolitan city B. Data were analyzed using descriptive analysis, t-test, ANOVA, Pearson
correlation coefficients and stepwise multiple regression with the SPSS/WIN 22.0 program. Results: Attitudes
toward terminal care in nursing students was significantly correlated with communication competence (r=0.438,
P<0.001), spirituality (r=0.374, P<0.001), and gratitude (r=0.318, P<0.001). Communication competence
explained 18.7% of the variance in attitudes toward terminal care. Conclusion: The study shows communication
competence is an important factor for attitudes toward terminal care in nursing students. Therefore, it is necessary
to develop a communication competence enhancement program to foster nursing students with appropriate attitudes

toward terminal care.
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Table 1, General Characteristics of the Participants and The Differ-
ence of Terminal Care Attitude by General Characteristics

(N=175).
Terminal care attitude
Characteristics N (%)
MeantSD t or F P
Gender
Female 153 (87.4) 3.04£0.25 0.26 0.799
Male 22 (12.6) 3.02+0.23
Religion
Yes 72 (41.1) 3.17+0.30 0.68 0.503
No 103 (58.9) 3.04+0.32

Reason for entering nursing school
Aptitude 84 (48.0) 3.09+0.24 256 0.057
Employment guarantee 50 (28.6) 3.02+0.24
Other’s recommendation 29 (16.6) 2.98+0.28
Entrance exam score 12 (6.9) 2.93+0.22

Satisfaction on major

Satisfied 122 (69.7) 3.06+0.23  1.60 0.204
Common 45 (35.7) 3.01+0.29
Dissatisfied 8 (4.6) 2.93%0.25

Experience with death family or relatives during pervious one year
Yes 65 (37.1) 3.05+0.25 —0.15 0.884
No 110 (62.9) 3.04+0.25
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Table 3, Correlations among Variables (N=175).

Spiricuality  Gratieude o4l
Variables care attitude
t(P) t(P) t(P)

Communication com- 0.643 0.507 0.438
petence (<0.001) (<0.001) (<0.001)

Spirituality 0.583 0.374
(<0.001) (<0.001)

Gratitude 0.318
(<0.001)

Table 2. Mean Score of Variables (N=175).

Variables Mean+SD  Min Max Range

3.63£0.50 227 5.00 1~5
3.39£0.50 1.86 471 1~5
5.74+0.87 333  7.00 1~7
3.04£0.25 237 370 1~4

Communication competence
Spirituality
Gratitude

Terminal care attitude

Table 4. Predictor of Terminal Care Attitude (N=175).

Variables 8 t P R AdiR® EP)
Communication 0.317 3.49 0.001 0.192 0.187 41.064
competence (<0.001)
Spirituality 0.120 1.244 0.215
Gratitude 0.087 1.023 0.308
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