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ABSTRACT

The main purpose of this study was to investigate the effects of a mother’s big five personality factors
and playfulness on maternal parenting behavior. The participants consisted of 270 mothers with young
children, aged 3-6 years old. The subjects completed questionnaires on IPIP(International Personality Item
Pool), PAS(Playfulness Scale for Adults) and Parenting Behavior. The results were as follows. First,
regarding the relationships of the mother’personality and parenting behavior, higher levels of neuroticism(N)
in the mothers resulted in lower levels of warmth - acceptance(W * A) in parenting behavior. Higher levels
of extroversion(E), openness(O), agreeableness(A), and conscientiousness(C) resulted in higher levels of
W - A In terms of the relationships of the mother’s playfulness and parenting behavior, higher levels
of playfulness resulted in higher levels of W + A. and lower levels of permissiveness * nonintervention(P
N) and rejection - restriction(R * R). Second, N, E, C, and a maternal sense of humor had an effect in

W - A. C was found to have an effect in P - N and N was observed to have an effect in R * R.

Keywords : 5891 d2 5 (big five personality factor), &=©]/J(playfulness), 53] & (parenting behavior).
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(Table 1) General characteristics (N = 270)
Variables N(%)
3-year-old 31(1L.5)
4-year-old 79(29.3)
Age
5-year-old 98(36.3)
Child
6-year-old 62(23.0)
Male 129(47.8)
Gender
Female 141(52.2)
Less than 34-year-old 80(29.6)
Age 35-39 year-old 135(50.0)
More than 40-year-old 54(20.0)
High school graduate or less 85(31.5)
Mother Education
College graduate 64(23.7)
level
University graduate or more 119(44.1)
Employed 145(53.7)
Job
Unemployed 124(45.9)
Below 3,000 76(28.1)
Monthly income 3,000-4,000 64(23.7)
(thousand wons) 4,000-5,000 49(18.1)
5,000 or more 69(25.6)
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(Table 2) Correlations between mother's personality and playfulness

Playfulness
Sense of humor Enjoy silliness Fun-loving
Neuroticism -36%*F -20%*F -.14*
Extroversion 357 57 327
Personality ~ Openness 38%** 26" 32%**
Agreeableness 37 36" 20%**
Conscientiousness 207 19** .06

*p < .05 *p < 01. ***p < .001.

(Table 3) Correlations among mother's personality, playfulness, and parenting behavior

Parenting behavior

Warmth - Permissiveness - Rejection -
Acceptance Nonintervention Restriction
(W - A) (P-N) R-R)
Neuroticism ST .04 45%FF
Extroversion 21 S17* -11
Personality ~ Openness 39%** -12% -13*
Agreeableness 25™** -16** S0
Conscientiousness 35%** -3t -.14*
Sense of humor 59%** -18%* S27E
Playfulness  Enjoy silliness 320 17 17
Fun-loving 20%% -.00 -03

*p < .05 *p < 01. ***p < .001.
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(Table 4) Differences in parenting behavior according to the mother's education

High school(N = 85)

Collage(N = 64)

University(N = 119)

M(SD) M(SD) M(SD) F
W-A 3.06(.40) 3.01(33) 3.23(.38) 6.53**
P-N 1.91(.28) 1.87(.32) 1.89(.38) 27
R-R 1.92(.38) 1.92(.41) 1.79(.38) 3.88*

*p < .05 **p < 0L.

(Table b5) Hierarchial multiple regression analysis: the effects of related variables for mother's

warmth - acceptance parenting behavior

Warmth - acceptance Step 1 Step 2 Step 3
Independent variables B B t B B t B B t
[Control ™ &4 cation 1 05 06 84 07 08 124 08 09 162
variable]
Mother’s . s . .
. Education 2 .19 25 331 13 17 2.54 A1 14 235
education
Neuroticism -01 -24 446" .01  -10 207"
Extroversion .00 .01 19 -01 -.08 -1.36
Personality ~Openness .02 23 3.71%%* 01 15 2.59*
Agreeableness .00 .02 34 -00  -.04 -74
Conscientiousness 01 24 4.17°** 01 18 3.38%*
Sense of humor 37 44 715"
Playfulness Enjoy silliness .04 .06 .94
Fun-loving -01  -01 -.18
= RR K = k%%
F - 661" F = 1498 F =1932
R = 048 = 288 = 430
' AR? = 240 AR? =142
*p < .05. "*p < 01. ***p < .001.
(Education 1 = High school graduate or less, Education 2 = University graduate or more)
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(Table 6) Hierarchial multiple regression analysis: the effects of related variables for mother's
permissiveness * nonintervention parenting behavior

wi.ssiveness. : Step 1 Step 2 Step 3
nintervention
Independent variables B B t B B ! B B !
[Control g4y cation 1 04 06 79 04 05 77 04 05 76
variable]
xzzgffoi Education 2 03 04 56 04 06 .86 04 06 91
Neuroticism .00 .01 .30 -.00 -01 -22
Extroversion -.00 -09  -1.37 -.00 -.05 -.69
Personality ~ Openness .00 .02 35 .00 .01 25
Agreeableness -.00 -.02 -.36 -.00 -01 -26
Conscientiousness -02  -30  -4.65%"*  -01 @ -28 -4.19%*F
Sense of humor -.05 -07 -94
Playfulness Enjoy silliness -.06 09 -122
Fun-loving .06 .09 1.34
F- 3 F = 513"*" F = 403"*"
R = 00 =.122 R? = 136
AR? = 120 AR? = 014
***p < .001.

(Education 1 =

High school graduate or less, Education 2 =

University graduate or more)
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(Table 7) Hierarchial multiple regression analysis: the effects of related variables for mother’s
rejection - restriction parenting behavior

ejection * restriction Step 1 Step 2 Step 3
Independent variables B g t B p t B s t

[Control  pyication 1 -01  -01  -19  -09 -1 -158 09 -11  -1.63
variable]
Mother’s . " . s
. Education 2 -.14 -18  -2.39 -15 -19 282 -15 -19 274
education
Neuroticism 02 44 77902 41 6.99%**
Extroversion .00 .03 .60 .00 .03 47
Personality ~ Openness .00 .01 A7 .00 .01 .09
Agreeableness -.01 -09  -145 -.01 -09  -146
Conscientiousness -01 -11 -1.95 -01 -09 01.50
Sense of humor -07 -09  -1.27
Playfulness Enjoy silliness -.00 -.00 -02
Fun-loving .07 .08 1.42
= %k 3k % = k% %k
F- 416" F2 12.55 F2 9.11
R = 031 R* = 253 R?* = 263
' AR? = 222 AR? = 010

*p < .05 **p < 01. ***p < .001.
(Education 1= High school graduate or less, Education 2= University graduate or more)
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