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The Heterotopiatic Placeness of North Korea and a Priming Effect:
The Case of The Korean-American
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Abstract : The purpose of this study is to prove double faced heterotopiatic placeness of North Korea which
can be highlighted to one aspect through priming test. Korean-Americans are found to have a perception
of North Korea as a closed society where political leader cult is practiced, Pyongyang as a display city. They
have Christian nostalgia toward it as a place where Christianity was first introduced to. North Korea’s
heterotopiatic placeness is sharing the 5,000 years of history of the Korea peninsula on the one hand and
being a closed dictatorship place on the other. North Korea is kept isolated and closed but has had a liminal
space through the intentional open system like special economic zone. Pyongyang is the city for specific
class where it shows the heterotopiatic character. Priming is found effective in Yeongbyun, a place of extreme
mixtures placeness as being the hometown of the beloved Korean poet Kim So-Wol and the site of nuclear
weapon experiment but Korean-Americans have not found any priming effect regarding the Geumgang
mountain tour. As to the Arirang performance, a man-made landscape expressing North Korea’s sense of
value and ideology, priming resulted in preference. This study raises the needs for understanding North
Korea as a multifaced placeness and it can purposely be emphasized and changed to contribute the two

Korea’s unification.

Key Words : North Korea, placeness, priming effect, Korea-American, heterotopia
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