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Abstract

The present study is aimed to reconsider the time of installation and the purpose of the square footstone
located at the center of the wooden pagoda in Hwangnyongsa Temple, based on related precedent studies.
Precedent studies are divided into two streams of assertions: one is that the square footstone was to support the
major pillars at the time of building and the other is that it was installed to store Buddhist reliquaries inside the
central foundation stone after the wood pagoda burnt down in the Invasion of Mongol. Summarizing the grounds
with which the precedent studies support their assertions, they are the relation with Gaseopbul Yeonjwaseok, the
emerging time of the square footstone, repairing work at the level of reconstruction, additional enshrinement of
general Buddhist reliquaries and so on. The present study reviewed the key grounds suggested in the previous
studies regarding the square footstone. First, it was determined that the square footstone has nothing to do with
Gaseopbul Yeonjwaseok, after looking into the timings of appearance, condition and shape in literatures. Rather, it
was assumed that Gaseopbul Yeonjwaseok resembles a stone column. Next, the square footstone is assumed to
be installed after the 4th year of King Kwangjong's rule because the wood pagoda was lost in fire in the 4th
vear of Kwangjong's rule and it had been left alone for 68 years until the repair work finished in the 13th year
of King Hyunjong. It is assumed that repair works at the level of reconstruction had been twice in total, say,
once during King Kyungmun and Hyunjong, respectively. Next, looking into the establishment of the general
Buddhist reliquaries and the repair work during King Kyungmun, it was not common then to enshrine additional
Buddhist reliquaries when repair work progressed and so there was not an additional enshrinement of Buddhist
reliquaries after King Kyungmun. However, it is hard to decide that there was no repair work at the level of
reconstruction at that time. Last, we can find a similar case to the square footstone of the wood pagoda in
Hwangnyongsa Temple in the copper pagoda in Japanese Yaksasa Temple. In conclusion, it is assumed that the
wooden pagoda in Hwangnyongsa Temple was lost to the fire in the 4th year of King Kwangjong’s rule and
thus the square footstone had been used as Jinho stone to protect Buddhist reliquaries and used as a propping
stone for the major pillars after King Hyungjong.
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Fig.4 Ichadon’s memorial stone
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Fig.6 Collection of the broken cover stone of sarikong
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Tab.1 History of Wooden Pagoda of Hwangnyong Temple Corporation

Period Event Literature Note
King Seondeok lyear Start founded SamgukSagi, Chaljubongi
ST 1445(645) PR R L i =B, R Foundation
King Seondeok 15years Founding complete SamgukYusa, Chaljubongi Rl
FE 15%(646) SRR AE T T =BES, FfEAT
King Hyoso 7years Be hit by Thunderbolt SamgukYusa
T T4E(698) (Wei2) =P
King Seongdeok 17years Be hit by Thunderbolt SamgukSagi First
Jep T 174(718) e REE A = A — K
King Seongdeok 19years Reconstructed wooden pagoda SamgukSagi, SamgukYusa
Silla B 194R(720) Ei154 SR, B
Hride King Munseong [Jyears Tilt the Wooden Chaljubongi
YEE 4 mp i} FIEEA
King Gyeongmun 8years Be hit by Thunderbolt SamgukSagi, SamgukYusa
FOE 84(868) RS /O R =SB, ZBE R Second
King Gyeongmun 1lyears Order repair(Start repair) SamgukSagi, Chaljubongi /¢
CE 114-(871) it 2R /IR T =B A, FIREARD
King Gyeongmun 13years Complete repair SamgukSagi, SamgukYusa
SE 137(873) EHEFER /AR = E =, ZBOES
King Gyeongae 4years Tilt the Wooden SamgukSagi
S 49(927) N e %S A )b i G Third
King Jeongjong 4years Wooden pagoda on fire Goryeosa =X
TETR 47-(949) (RHEFILEHER) S
Be hit by Thunderbolt Samguk Yusa
King Gwangjong 4years CIE —PGED
TR 45(953) Wooden pagoda on fire SamgukYusa, Goryeosajeoryo
2=/ 2R ILEE K SRR, Sk Fourth
King Hyeonjong 3years Start repair Goryeosa, Goryeosajeoryo YK
W 34(1012) AR DAL B B SRR R
King Hyeonjong 13years Complete repair Samguk Yusa
HoR 1347(1021) S PY Y, =
King Jeongjong 2years Be hit by Thunderbolt SamgukYusa
Goryeo o 247.(1036) CAL) —BE S Fifth
e King Munjong 18years Complete repair SamgukYusa LR
OR 184-(1064) 5, =BEES
Be hit by Thunderbolt Samguk Yusa
(BT RE) =BiES
King Heonjong lyear Wooden pagoda on fire Goryeosa
Jkoa$ 14F-(1095) O BRI SR Sixth
Order repair(Start repair) Goryeosa, Goryeosajeoryo AV/N
s g B EREL, SR E
King Sukjong lyear Complete repair Samguk Yusa
A% 147-(1096) NEE =
King Gojong 2byears Wooden pagoda on fire SamgukYusa Destruction
o 254F(1238) P& TR ORI T 5 —EET e
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Fig.7 Ordination Platform of Tongdosa Temple

Fig.8 Wooden pagada site in Hwangryongsa
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