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Abstract

This study examines the relation of marital conflict, co-parenting, and children's aggression and the mediating
role of co-parenting between marital conflict and children's aggression. Participants consisted of 380 elementary
school fifth, sixth graders (152 male and 228 female students) and their mothers from Seoul, Gyeonggi-do,
and Gyeongsangnam-do. Children completed questionnaires on marital conflict and the mothers completed
questionnaires on co-parenting and children's aggression. The collected data were analyzed using basic
descriptive statistics, Pearson correlation coefficients, and a multiple regression analysis. The Baron and Kenny's
method was used to determine the mediating model's significance. It was adapted to SPSS ver. 20.0 for Windows.
The major findings were as follows: first, the marital conflict (intensity/resolution) positively influenced children's
aggression. Second, supportive co-parenting negatively influenced children's aggression. In addition, the marital
conflict (frequency/resolution) negatively influenced co-parenting. Co-parenting (supportive/reprehensive) also
played a perfectly mediating role between marital conflict and children's aggression. Marital conflict had an
indirect influence through co-parenting on the children's aggression. The results indicate that co-parenting plays

a crucial role in the relationship between marital conflict and children's aggression.
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Figure 1. The mediating role model.
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Table 1. Demographic Characteristics of Children (V/=380)

Variable n (%)

Area

Seoul 133 (35)

Gyeonggi 107 (28.2)

Gyeongnam 140 (36.8)
Grade

5 199 (52.3)

6 181 (47.7)
Sex

Male 152 (40)

Female 228 (60)
Family structure

Nuclear family 309 (81.3)

Extended family 43 (11.3)

Other 28 (7.4)

Table 2. Demographic Characteristics of Parents (V=380)

Variable Father Mother
Age (yr)
25-30 0 3(8.0)
31-35 4(1.1) 5(13)
36-40 45(11.8) 123 (32.4)
41-45 202 (53.2) 198 (44.8)
46-50 105 (27.6)  42(11.1)
>50 24(6.3) 9(24)
Education level
Less than middle school 3(.8) 3(8.0)
Middle school from high school 3(.8) 7(1.8)
High school 109 (28.7) 155 (26.0)
College 90 (23.7) 92 (24.2)
Graduated from university 157 (41.3) 116 (30.5)
Graduate school at least 18 (4.7) 7 (9.5)
Occupation
Unemployed 2(50) 164 (36.0)
Laborer 10 (2.6) 8(2.1)
Device/machine operation and assembly workers 48(126)  41(10.8)
Sale service 87(229) 34(89)
Accountant security 9(2.4) 28 (7.4)
Directorate office 19(19.3)  29(7.6)
Occupation professional 32(8.4) 35(9.2)
Service 22 (13.4) 3(8.0)
Other 51(13.4)  38(10.0)

Values are presented as 1 (%).
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Table 3. Correlations between Marital Conflict and Aggression, Co-Parenting (V=380)
Marital conflict 1 2 3 4 b 6 7
‘| -
2 70" -
3 62" 62 -
4 497 35" 31 =
5 36 -33" -37 -16" -
6 Vi 18" 22" 05 47" =
7 13" 20" 18" a1 -27" a7 -
M 1.88 1.89 2.14 1.59 2.90 1.79 1.16
SD .65 .63 49 .56 43 46 .20

1, marital conflict frequency; 2, marital conflict intensity; 3, marital conflict resolution; 4, marital conflict contents; 5, co-parenting supporting; 6,

co-parenting undermining; 7, aggression.
'p<.05, p<.01, "p<.001.
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e o= wekskole2, 41,

8= #1414

o W, A, siEe v

WERHTHTable 3).

572 | Vol.53, No.5, October 2015: 567-580

Table 4. Multiple Regression Analysis: Marital Conflict of Aggression (V=380)

Marital conflict Aggression
1. Frequency -.08
2. Intensity 16
3. Resolution 16"
4. Contents .06
R 12
F(df) 475" (4,375)

'p<.05, p<.01.

Table 5. Multiple Regression Analysis: Co-Parenting of Aggression (V=380)

Variable Aggression
Co-parenting
Supporting 24"
Undermining .05
.08
Flan 14.89" (4,375)

“p<.01, "p<.001.
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Table 6. Multiple Regression Analysis: Marital Conflict of Aggression (V=380)

Co-parenting Co-parenting

Variable . -
supporting undermining
Marital conflict
Frequency -19° 14
Intensity 07 02
Resolution -22" 14"
Content .03 -.06
/8 18 08
F(af 18.72" (4,375) 5.754" (4,375)

“p<01,"p <001.
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Table 7. The Mediation Effect of Co-Parenting (Supporting) between Marital Conflict and Aggression (V=380)

. Step 1 Step 2 Step 3
Variable
Co-parenting supporting Aggression Aggression

Marital conflict

Frequency -19” -08 -12

Intensity .07 16 14

Resolution =2 16" 07

Contents .03 .06 .07
Co-parenting

Supporting - - -23"
R 18 12 19
F(@h 18.72" (4,375) 4.75" (4,375) 757" (5,375)

'p<.05, 'p<.01, 'p<.001.
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Table 8. Mediation Effect of Co-Parenting (Undermining) between Marital Conflict and Aggression (V=380)

. Step 1 Step 2 Step 3
Variable
Co-parenting undermining Aggression Aggression
Marital conflict
Frequency 14 -.08 -.10
Intensity 02 16 15
Resolution 14" 16" 10
Contents -.06 .06 .07
Co-parenting
Undermining 3"
R 07 12 14
F(df) 575" (4,375) 4.75" (4,375) 5217 (5,375)
<05, p<01, p<.001.
RUET} olgo] FA4 7he] WA Mk RRTEY
Copaenting #o) o4 vk Sielsl) Sle) 3 WA EAlolA Sepwslo.
2 RRzEe] U /b SH9lagIES st ulpuelel vl
-22" -23" A BRpmokg o awoloq EolalolS u BREol 3
A8 A BEEseksol fofgt daks viHekp=.14, p<
01). 7= WA A4 Hlo] FHHRIRI ofE2] &2/l
Marital confic | U Al RS Al AT BRAE A obge] T2l #
Aggression
Resolution 16" —ns ofgt S v|HLHB=.16, p<.001), TFA] ThAof|A] Sl
© R FRZFE 51912917 ek RRpErsS FAl0) B
Figure 2. Mediation effect of co-parenting (supporting) between marital 0j], Table 83} o] HEZFE AL ofEo] Az o] ¢ oA

conflict and aggression. s, not significant. p<.01, ~ p<.001.

.001—ns).

2 Figure 201 SJall A2 HREEURE $RLE o
At o590 FAA THe] Ao A 5 v A HEkg stof,
F50] 325E AR FRGEFES E AdskA Hal 1
i [e]

sl okl 54432 =7 e

9) ¥R=3L ofE o] F2A 7] TAGA vlLHY BRF R
S0 i)y w3

574 | Vol.53, No.5, October 2015: 567-580

g
oIt FaFE mIAIA] $RITHB=.16, p<.001—ns).
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Figure 3. The mediation effect of co-parenting undermining between marital

conflict aggression. s, not significant. p<.01,

“p<.001.
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