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Abstract

This study investigated the effects of multi-culture acceptability and multi-culture teaching efficacy on young
child-teacher relationships. The teachers' attitude towards multi-culture education was included in the analysis
as a mediator between multi-culture acceptability and multi-culture teaching efficacy. Participants were
295 teachers and 295 young children between 3 and 5 years in childcare centers located in Seoul, Incheon,
Ulsan, Gyeonggi, and North Gyeongsang Province. Teachers completed questionnaires regarding multi-culture
acceptability, multi-culture teaching efficacy, and attitude towards multi-culture education. Collected data were
analyzed by descriptive statistics, Pearson's correlation, Structural Equation Model, and Sobel test with SPSS ver.
18.0 and AMOS ver. 21.0. The results were as follows. First, the subscale of multi-culture acceptability and multi-
culture teaching efficacy generally showed a positive correlation with closeness and conflict in the subscale of
young child-teacher relationships. Second, teacher's multi-culture acceptability directly influenced the young
child-teacher relationship. In addition, the impact of multi-culture teaching efficacy on young child-teacher
relationship was mediated perfectly by the multi-culture education attitude. The results suggest that the multi-
culture teaching efficacy promote early childhood multicultural education attitudes and that can be changed to
positive teacher relationships.
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Figure 1. Hypothesized research models of multi-culture acceptability, multi-culture teaching efficacy and attitudes towards multi-culture education on young child-

teacher relationships.
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Table 1. Descriptive Statistics of Variables and Correlation among Them
Variable 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1M 12 13 14
Multi-culture acceptability 1. Interaction participation
2. Culture difference acceptability 4 -
3. Interaction confidence 500 28 -
4 Interaction enjoyment 00 56 28 -
Multi-culture teaching efficacy 5. Non-curriculum activity 3% 38 26 35 -
6. Curriculum activity 07 297 4 46 -
7. Social relationship 38 34 27 27 55 46 -
Attitudes towards multi-culture education 8. Multi-cultural environment 4" 48" 297 38" 40 34 39 -
9. Teachers' roles in multi-cultural education 370490 25 35 4 27 43 68 -
10. Teacher training in multi-cultural education 22" 30" -01 217 24 09 24 43 55 -
11. Multi-cultural curriculum 47 51T 317 48 45 24 400 55 61T 26 -
Young child-teacher relationships 12. Closeness 3T 44 200 300 300 200 45 42 44 24 40 -
13. Conflict 297 497 03 4 28 09 27 34 4T N 48 -
14 Over-dependency 0 15 -05 227 12 -04 -03 04 14 09 M -03 34 -
M 285 323 252 316 296 265 305 302 317 311 301 315 320 290
SD 45 46 51 48 37 46 35 42 37 44 4 4 46 48
Skewness 0 28 34 24 5 04 8 59 9 29 53 53 12 -54
Kurtosis 150 -27 37 -48 188 -12 366 82 46 23 56 08 -29 178
‘p<.05, "p<.01.
Interacti ulture differen: Interacti Interacti 3 ini 2
et | [rmstmed | mometen || oo | [ mcom | [fesches ][ rescharwstiog] [ st cutuen
84 50 74
Multi-culture
Accpetability Attitudes towards
ulti-culture educatio
57
Closeness
Young child - )
Multi-culture teacher relationships, Conict
teaching efficacy
Non-curriculum Curriculum Social
activities activities relationships
Figure 2. The results of structural equation model. p<.05, " p<.001.
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Table 2. Maximum Likelihood Parameter Estimates for the Structural Equation Model

Parameter b B SE CR p

Multi-culture acceptability — Young child-teacher relationships 61 50 14 4215
Multi-culture teaching efficacy — Young child-teacher relationships -.01 -01 .09 -.05 961
Multi-culture acceptability — Attitudes towards multi-culture education 64 51 12 5.470
Multi-culture teaching efficacy — Attitudes towards multi-culture education 39 .36 .09 4.528 -
Attitudes towards to multi-culture education — Young child-teacher relationships 21 22 il 1.993

<05, p<.001.
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