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Development Axis and the Programs of Spatial and
Regional Planning in Germany
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Abstract : The German spatial planning has undergone significant changes. The purpose of this study is to
describe and to show how the development of spatial planning programs has developed in the Federal Re-
public of Germany in the last 50 years. However, the aim of this paper is not just to trace certain trends in
planning practices, but to investigate their origin including the visions, directions, and purposes according
to the each period. The national-level spatial planning could be divided into three phases since the enact-
ment of the first Federal Regional Planning Act (ROG): The heyday of regional planning (1965-1975), the
skepticism and crisis (1975-1990), new challenges by German unification and European integration since
1990. After 1965 the federal government has set up a number of frame-setting programs at the federal level

to cope with the changing conditions and new challenges.

Key Words : Germany, national and regional planning, spatial planning, development axis, visions and

programs
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