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Differential in Married Women’s Perceived Time Pressure by Employment

: Testing the Effects of Couple Time Use and Housework Outsourcing
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<Abstract>

The purpose of this study is to examine the differences in perceived time pressure between employed and non-employed
married women in Korea. The sample of married couple from the Korean Time Use Survey 2009 (n = 6,948 couple diaries)
was used to examined the difference in the level of perceived time pressure over the life cycle of two group. This study also
investigated the married women’s time use, husband’s time use as well as hour of domestic outsourcing and whether such
factors are associated with lowering perceived time pressure of married women. Results showed employed wives felt almost
3 times more time pressed than non-employed wives, and the gap mostly remained over different life cycles. Total work hours
were associated with increasing the time pressure of both groups of women, while regenerating time was associated with amel-
iorating time pressure. The result suggests that the time pressure gap between employed and non-employed wives can be
partly due to the relative length of total labor hours and regenerating time among the two groups. Ordered logit analysis
revealed that husband’s paid work hours were not associated with wive’s feeling rushed, but husband’ unpaid work hours
were positively linked with time pressure of their wives. Results indicated if employed or non-employed wives are feeling
very busy, there is a high chance that husband might give them some help. We found employed wives spend more hours
on housework outsourcing, and purchasing goods for housework was not associated with lowering the feeling of pressure
of employed wives. There were both similarity and difference in factors associated with women'’s feeling pressed among em-
ployed and non-employed wives. It implies that social process and it’s strategies to alleviate the time pressure can be different

by women’s employment status.

ATA Y (Key words): AlZESFEH(perceived time pressure), F=&AlX(total work hour), 7MHc% AR3]SH(housework
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(compositional difference), ZZA}0](effect difference)
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Table 1. Time use variable measurements

Distribution (in minutes)

Time use variables Contents - Wife
- husband
. 0, 0, 0y
Paid work related time use  work related activity + work at home+ second job work hour E)usrgg d;g)t : 0%, 25%, 5%

Unpaid work related time use
Total work hour Paid work + Unpaid work

Outsourcing time

Regenerating time

dress or personal care + meal or snack+ sleep+ relax

house chores (cook, wash up, cleaning, manage house, other house husband cut: 0, 50%, 75%
related chores) + care work + knit and sew(mending clothes)

0, 50, 110 )

wife cut: 0, 25%, 50%, 75%
(0, 290, 430, 560)

wife cut: 0, 25%, 50%, 75%
(0, 30, 60, 100)

wife cut: 0, 25%, 50%, 75%
(0, 540, 600, 670)

consume house work related service + eat out
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Table 2. Perceived time pressure distribution by employment status of married wives (%, Odds ratio)

Employed Non-Employed Total
Rarely 159 5.66 345
Often 56.08 78.25 66.23
Always 4233 16.09 30.31
Chi-square
Odds ratio (Always vs. Others) 318 1.00
LR x2 628.06***
5 p < .001
ot employed = employed — ot employed employed
2.6 600
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2 . - 200
1.9
100
1.8
17 o o o o = o 0
no kid in the househalds kid age 0-4 kid age 5-12 kid age 13-17 kid age 18+ no kid in the househalds
(age less 40) (age 40)
Figure 1. The gap in levels of perceived time pressure(bar) and total labor hours (line)
by employment status of married women
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Table 3. Description of household characteristic by employment status of married women

Employed (n=3,766) Non-employed(n=3,182) Chi-square
Wife age (mean sd) 40.71(6.75) 38.68(7.29)
20's 531 11.50
30’s 35.79 45.13 213.35%**
40's 49.60 34.32
50's 9.29 9.05
Wife Education
Middle and under 11.90 8.61
High school 54.36 51.51 60.69***
Some college 15.36 20.06
University and above 18.38 19.81
Husband Education
Middle and less 9.29 6.79 35.43%**
High school 60.65 57.20
Some college and above 30.06 36.02
Life cycle
No kid in household (age 40 under) 722 6.98
Kid age 14 14.34 318
Kid age 5-12 33.35 31.43 362.07+**
Kid 13-17 273 1245
Kid 18 + 14.98 12.19
No kid in household (age 40+) 7.38 5.15
Family income 394.90(167.58) 295.34(129.90) 27.28%**
Household Type
Parent child or couple households 93.45 95.45 12.71%%*
Three generation households 6.55 455
Day of week
Weekday 41.21 40.73 0.16
Weekend 58.79 59.27
e p < .001
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Table 4. Distributions of time use of wife and their husband: Difference by employment status of married women

Employed Non-employed Chi-square
Total work hours (mean, SD) 476.23(175.27) 357.72(150.46)
0-25% 16.78 34.00
26-50% 17.18 34.63 968.61***
51-75% 27.85 20.87
76%+ 38.18 10.50
Outsourcing time (mean, SD) 72.41(48.41) 63.66(59.29)
0-25% 13.86 2832
26-50% 26.21 2424
51-75% 33.30 24.02 205.27%*
76%+ 26.63 2342
Regenerating time (mean, SD) 590.26(101.25) 621.73(97.37)
0-25% 29.88 18.20
26-50% 26.29 21.78 236.95***
51-75% 23.00 28.94
76%+ 20.82 31.08
Husband Paidwork (mean, SD) 353.04(222.15) 342.29(225.30)
0-25% 21.08 23.89
26-75% 51.96 50.05 7.83*
76% + 26.95 26.06
Husband Unpaidwork (mean, SD) 20.31(36.28) 20.81(37.28)
0% 72.35 72.60
50% 16.84 15.56 34
76% and + 10.81 11.85
Husband Fatigue (mean, SD)
never tired 0.64 1.07
time to time 8.66 8.36 5.52
often 48.33 49.65
always 42.38 40.92

* p < .05, % p <.001
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Table 5. Ordered logit analysis by employed status of married women

Employed women

Difference

Non-Employed women in coefficient

Coef. SE. z Coef. SE. z
Wife edu 026 0.05 5.61%** 023  0.06 3.86*** 0.20
Husband edu 016 0.08 -2.09* 011 010 113 4.44*
Age 0.06 0.07 0.98 0.03  0.07 0.41 0.12
Age squ 0.00 0.00 -1.12 0.00  0.00 -0.36 021
Life cycle
have kid age 1-4 074 017 441 072 020 3.54+** 0.01
have kid age 5-12 064 017 3.70%** 053 022 2.40* 017
have kid 13-17 040 020 1.99* 026 026 0.98 017
have kid 18 + 083 022 3.69%* 021 031 0.67 2.63F
no kid in household (age 40+) 074 024 3.13* -0.08 034 -0.24 3.78*
Family income 022 0.09 2.38* 004 011 0.34 1.63
Day of week
weekday 023 014 1.66% 022 022 -1.03 2.94%
Family type
three generation -036  0.08 -4.33%* -0.06 010 -0.64 5.02*
Wife total work hours
25-50% 008 012 0.68 011 012 0.97 0.03
50-75% 039 012 3.26%** 050 014 3.50%** 0.37
75%+ 081 012 6.45*** 089 018 4.97% 0.15
Wife outsourcing
25-50% 0.07 012 0.59 -0.04 012 -0.32 0.40
50-75% 021 011 1.88% 002 013 0.18 117
75%+ 029 012 243* 009 013 0.68 1.30
Wife regenerating time
25-50% 016 0.09 -1.77% -0.09 014 -0.69 0.17
50-75% 024 010 -2.35* -021 013 -1.58 0.02
75%+ 020 012 -1.67% -030 014 -2.13* 0.33
Husband paid work
25-75% 003 010 0.34 014 012 111 043
75% + 013 011 1.16 021 014 147 021
Husband unpaid work
25-75% 014 010 143 012 013 0.95 0.01
75% + 031 012 2.48* 068 015 4.55%** 3.66*
Husband tired 049 0.05 8.99%** 029  0.07 418 4.77*
Thresholesl 144 138 076 146
Thresholes2 606 138 560 146
Number of obs 3,688 3,111
LR chi2(26) 302.24 257.74
Log likelihood = -2632.55 -1889.33
Difference in model (chi-square) 49.68*+*
T p<d0, * p<05, #* p<.001
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