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geographical scope of the East Sea
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Abstract

This paper deals with the geographical scope of the East Sea introduced by major domestic institutions.
The East Sea surrounded by South Korea, North Korea, Russia, Japan has a variety of marine resources,
and is the very appropriate natural laboratory to study future global changes as a miniature ocean.
However, there is a continuous conflict between Korea and Japan over the name of the East Sea because
of the nature of international waters. So we need the active research achievements based on the exact
geographic knowledge of the East Sea to promote the legitimacy of the East Sea in the international
community. Nevertheless each domestic institution has a different way to define the southern border of the
East Sea so that it showed a difference about linear distance of up to about 44 km. Also, they have
defined the scope of East Sea not as the entire East Sea surrounded by South Korea, North Korea, Russia
and Japan but as the jurisdiction of the Republic of Korea. It caused serious confusion about accurate
statistical knowledge about East Sea such as area, volume, and mean water depth. Therefore, clear social

consensus about the geographical scope of the East Sea would be required, there is also the need to
institutionalize a legal order to spread it.
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[Fig. 2] Maritime limits of jurisdiction waters in Korea (KHOA, 2012a)
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[Fig. 5] Guide map of Haparang-Gil (left), Busan Section 1 of Haparang-Gil (right) (Ministry of Culture,

Sports and Tourism, 2010)
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[Fig. 6] Landmark of maritime limit between East
Sea and South Sea erected by Nam-gu
District Office, Busan.
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<Table 2> Domestic

Sall X215 Hel ASAtE o ' 22y

scope of the East Sea

institutional criteria for the

Institution Scope of the East Sea Remark
Northern area of the line Full area of
NFRDI linking Ulgi (Korea) and llliast Sea
Kawajiri misaki (Japan)
Southern boundary : marine
KMA boundary between Busan Onl};iéiorea
and Ulsan
Southern boundary : Only Korea
Sea front of Heawoljeong, side
KHOA Haeundae-gu, Busan (Before
(35° 9" 24.66” N, 2009, other
129° 10" 54.51” E) definition)
Ministry of
C;ﬂéuriéﬁjiorgs Southern boundary : Only Korea
N o Oryukdo, Busan side
am-gu District
Office, Busan
East Sea marine
environment monitoring
network : from Geozin
coast to Yeongil Bay
Only Korea
KOEM East Sea marine ecosystem side
basic research:
from nothernmost(38.5°N)
of Korea to Gigang
coast(35.3°N), Busan
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T %= (East Indian Archipelago)dll &3l%l+ 33 S
2 Assta Qlk sk, a3 (Strait)> oA RE,
HO7} 7heh ohekat wieke] AAG) M=
Irish sea and St. George's Channel*] ¥ w}t}he] o]
57 F°=(Channel)?] ol5S 7 E7Ist A=
F5# o} ICI(International Court of Justice)oll
2 4= (Channel)= X8 F Fi Atole] &
FrEA I F FES ddstes FAaE A
oJ3kal QItKKim, 1999). ©]2]3 IHOS 2 71
Aol B0l Eopd digai gL 1) 5HE ol
5 2) w3l S Fael Fal e dld 3) East

froH

ol

Sea and Korea Strait*]¥ n}the} sl 3 W
7] & Al 7HAE HES & 7 Atk
sfekatetl wAlolA tigtal e Falst =
JHEel BAE Wi gl <Table 1>7 Zo] &
el 13 witkE Adehs

H, okl g, Elet=ad T 409 A T o
e Zo] 7 aAn, B3 AA NG F E9

oF 40059 A% oF 150 ml St tied

I ATHYun et al, 2004). 1222 Fd o AF
g o3hs =ostr] e st el st
ae7F Aot

welel A el e =oef glojM &
shut ol g F2 wit WHS tFEE A4
7171 THOS| <tjjefz} vlt}e] AHA> 33holA &
M= e Fale A8 B2 sh=, &3
HAlol, Aoz ZEnte] Sl dld Qo Al
T A% AY9AE xdtety e FHoltk

([Fig. 7]).

[Fig. 7] Limits of the East Sea (No.52) in the
Limits of Oceans and Sea (IHO, 1953).
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Sof x2ld HY AlgAl % MY e

oR1E HOS) Fa A WAL Suv W Fgel WA B ARe 3] Agow
o Balo] QA = go]2 HojETh $eifet WA YA THChoo, 2015), THO <Tfekz} njrke]
7} THOO| EA1ZS A7)3 1994 o] F AAKA4  AA> 3% Za)o K22 Wlo] vat A3
"—&) RS FE gt} d&2o] & = ol AEL uZ3 9l AFo|t}

[Fig. 8] Map of World (NGII, 2006)
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Zg -

ISR RTA SO - R v I IS TG R
22015 8 4ol QlgetaL Q= =HAA

H ¢ (National Information  Institute;
NGII) 27re] ofghvlsr A% JE32007d 23)
ol East Sea, South Sea, Korea Strait, Jeju Strait,
Yellow Seas 3t7]sto] Fallel Hellg -Hstn
Aot Ey 3 afEe Sl SRA AR
A ] AA A% 220061 )2 East
Sea®} Korea Strait, Yellow Sea WH2 E7|3}o]

el #7]7F AekE o] SItk([Fig. 8)).
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Pt <t o} ool FA> A3l A
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