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Qualitative Research on the Rural Farmers’ Exporting Experience
in Stage of Conducting Export

Yi, Hyangimi « Goh, Jongtae

Dept. of Agricultural & Resource Economics, Kangwon National University

ABSTRACT : As an essential means to the exploitation of new demands, the export of agri-food has the price-supporting effect on
the domestic agri-food and its expansion can be a good way to increase farms' income. Of course, to enhance farms' income under
the liberalization of the market, it is necessary to have countermeasures considering various factors. To this end, the study
understood the experiences of farms doing exports and looked into ways to improve them by reviewing their motivations to export,
difficulties, requirements, etc. In this context, the study conducted the purposive sampling among tomato export farmhouses in
Jeongseon-gun in the export enforcement phase and executed the theme analysis. The research findings and suggestions are as
follows. First, in order to enhance the level of commercialization of Jeongseon-gun tomatoes and reinforce the trade bargaining
power, it is necessary to form the consensus on policy and make the scaling of the site based on the strong organization power. To
this end, it requires the active role of agricultural cooperatives that take a big portion of distribution in the site and distribute its
profits directly to farmhouses. Second, it is necessary to set clear target markets for Jeongseon-gun tomato export farms and set sales
strategies for each target market. That is, in order to expand the export of Jeongseon-gun tomatoes, after clarifying local sales and
export sales, export farmhouses should focus on quality management and secure the quantity for export. Third, to expand the export
to Japan which already has the foundation for the export of Korean tomatoes, and to new export countries of China, Russia, etc., it
is necessary to set the "Two-Track Strategies for Export Market (particular item for focus and particular area for focus) through the
building of network of tomato export areas in Gangwon-do. In conclusion, to expand the export of Jeongseon-gun tomatoes,
agricultural cooperatives and leaders together should build the strong organizational power with farmhouses and secure the quantities
for export. And, according to the "Two-Track Strategies for Export Market (particular item for focus and particular area for focus),
export infrastructure and export operational system should be built and to do so, the solidarity of tomato export farmhouses in
Gangwon area should precede.
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Table 1. South Korea’s Tomato Exports
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Unit: 1,000 dollars (USD), ton, %

Classification 2000 | 2005 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014
Total 22,949, 8828 4,797| 3,886 6,642 9,652| 12,904 14,170 13,737
Value Tomato Ketchup 487|  1416| 2934| 1,387 2311| 2,733] 3229 3,826] 3,523
Fresh Tomatoes 22,3411 7,197] 1,623] 2,271] 4,000 6,746] 9,483 9,895 9812
Total 12,678 4,314| 1,745 1,736 2303| 3,185 4228 5484 5,538
Amount Tomato Ketchup 829 1,061 763 691 1,122 1432] 1,647 1,868 2,007
n
ou Fresh Tomatoes 11,724 3,044 644 829 1,072| 1,660] 2,437 3,248| 3,288
(Contrast ratio of domestic production) | (4.2) | (0.7) 0.2) | (02) 0.3) | (0.5) | (0.6) 0.8) | (0.7)
Source: http://www.kati.net
Table 2. The Main Export Markets for South Korea’s Tomato
Unit: 1,000 dollars (USD), %
Classification | Total | ASEAN | China EU Hong Kong Japan Russia Taiwan USA Other
3,886 55 701 17 23 2,230 605 81 22 152
2009
(100) (1.4) (18.0) 0.4) (0.6) (57.4) (15.6) 2.1) (0.6) (3.9
13,737 313 1,183 22 162 9,465 1,800 196 277 319
2014
(100) (23) (8.6) 0.2) (1.2) (68.9) (13.1) (1.4) (2.0 (2.3)

Source: http://www.kati.net
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Table 3. South Korea’s Fresh Tomato Exports
Unit: kg
Classification 2004 2005 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
China 150 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Germany 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0
Guam 66,449 108,596 1,060 240 100 0 0 130 1,374
Hong Kong 1,355 1,351 2,033 3,083 29,895 16,175 9,011 12,848 35,291
Indonesia 0 0 0 600 0 0 85 0 0
Japan 2,941,391 | 2,933,652 626,918| 916,208 | 1,034,134 | 1,624,657 | 2,322,997 | 3,225,731 | 3,209,720
Malaysia 0 45 8 0 0 0 0 15 0
Marshall Islands 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 25
Mongolia 0 0 0 0 40 0 356 687 24,964
Northern Marianas Islands 150 150 385 441 50 65 0 0 199
Russia 0 0 8,399 2,060 4,905 11,232 2,395 3,433 2,814
Singapore 0 0 611 0 10 5,980 0 0 7,522
Spain 0 0 0 0 570 343 1,042 1,326 660
Taiwan 0 0 4,367 4,385 150 528 101,280 1,600 10
United Arab Emirates 0 0 0 50 0 0 0 0 0
USA 268 220 0 1,081 1,406 761 260 2,688 5,137
Source: http://www.kati.net
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Table 4. Tomato Acreage in Jeongseon
Unit: ha
Classification | Total Sindong Eup | Hwaam Myeon | Nam Myeon | Yeoryang Myeon | Bukpyeong Myeon | Imgye Myeon

2002 2.4 0.2 - - - 2.1 0.1

2003 0.3 0.1 0.2 - - - -

2004 13.2 - 9.2 - 0.8 2.9 0.3

2005 15.5 - 11.0 - 1.0 3.0 0.5

2006 50.1 - 17.0 1.2 - 27.0 49

2007 41.8 - 8.8 - 1.5 27.5 4.0

2008 43.1 - 8.0 - 1.5 28.0 5.6

2009 15.6 0.2 4.0 - 1.4 5.3 4.7

2010 34.8 0.3 20.0 - - 9.7 4.8

2011 39.1 - 233 - 1.5 10.0 43

2012 377 - 10.0 - 1.7 19.5 6.5

2013 373 - 15.0 - 4.0 7.3 11.0

Source: Jeongseon, Statistical Yearbook, Each year.
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Age Acreage Cultivation Growing Area Farming Training 2014 2015

(Years) (ha) Career(Years) Times Exporters Exporters
A farmer 63 0.5 12 Hwaam Myeon 6 a vendor a vendor
B farmer 51 0.2 11 Bukpyeong Myeon 4 a vendor b vendor
C farmer 60 0.3 11 Hwaam Myeon 1 a vendor a vendor
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(Average) (61.4) 0.4) (11.7) - (3.6) - -
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