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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted in order to model the relationship between children’s ego strength and
their school adjustment and life satisfaction levels. For this purpose, 4,765 4th-6th grade elementary
school children were surveyed by means of a questionnaire. The collected data were analyzed by
means of structural equation modeling. The results of this study may be summarized as follows. First,
in all the grades, a significant and positive correlation was observed between the children’s ego
strength and their school adjustment and life satisfaction levels. Second, ego strength was found to be
a variable that had a significant effect on life satisfaction indirectly through the medium of school
adjustment. Third, the relation model between the variables differed according to grade. That is, the
direct effect of ego strength on life satisfaction was stronger in the high grades, and the level of school
relationship adjustment was found to have a significant effect on family relationship satisfaction as a

factor of life satisfaction in 4th graders, whereas it did not in the case of 5th and 6th graders.
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(Table 1) Different of ego strength, school adjustment, and life satisfaction by grade

M(SD)
4th grade 5th grade 6th grade F
(n = 1,616) (n = 1,610) (n = 1,539)
Ego strength 3.91(.66), 3.88(.65). 3.71(.64), 43.09***
School School life adjustment 3.77(.79). 3.74(.78). 3.52(.71) 49.99***
adjustment  gchoo relations adjustment 3.60(.86), 3.64(.85), 3.52(.79)s 8.14%**
Self satisfaction 3.85(.80), 3.87(.80), 3.73(.79) 15.15%%*
Life . . . EEE]
satisfaction Family satisfaction 4.13(.78), 4.06(.82), 3.84(.85) 52.63
School satisfaction 3.66(.99), 3.62(.99), 3.46(.96), 18.71%%*

Note. Subset are identified with the same alphabet by the post hoc test (Scheffe’s method).

<001

371, SD = 64) 22 =7 Jehton(F =
43.09, p < .001), A& A-F AA] 43hd (M
= 3.77, SD = .79), 53"d(M = 3.74, SD = .78),
681 dM =352, SD = 71) €28 =& A4S
HATKF = 49.99, p < .001). &t W A A<
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2 utEEE 43P (M = 3.66, SD = .99), 5

shd(M = 3.62, SD = .99), 631'A(M = 3.46, SD
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(Table 2) Correlation of ego strength, school adjustment, and life satisfaction by grade

School

School life . Self Family
Grade  Ego strength . relations . . . .
adjustment . satisfaction  satisfaction
adjustment
4 65***
School life 5 60***
adjustment :
School 6 6177
adjustment ko ok ok
School 4 .70 74
relations 5 697*F 5%
adjustment 6 — 66™**
4 JoEEE 66" .80%**
Self 5 T2 68 9%
satisfaction
6 6% 617 8%
Life Farnlly 5 S 55 g 65%**
satisfaction  satisfaction . . : :
6 A49**F ) A4 55%*
Satsizgi‘;lon 5 59rE 624 63%* 65%** 4T
6 565*F 547 59%** 627 40%*F
*p < .001.
@ r= 63/ 53d:r= 62/ 63 r=  ASEHATH < .001).

549} el PA dde BAem(p < .00,
gt W A A-8-E AoptEEE4ehd: r = 80

[5hd: r =79 631d: r = 82), 714

ghd: r = 55 /58 r = 52/ 68d: r = 44),
StuvtE(4shd: r= 61 /5303 r =63/ 6
ghd: r = 59)9}, AplPEEE JEUESE48
W r =67 /5% r =65/ 631d: r = 59),

stwtEr4shd: r= 66/ 58d: r= 65/ 6
gd: r = .62)9h P CR JEREEE g
wEz@shd: r = 51758 r = 47/ 63
1:

d: r = 405k Fe1 BA o] it Aoz

- gF a9l F fAldA ATt

85 ©]3H(Moon, 2009)°]71& s} tha =AY
Ehe 7dgko] glof, R 1 ARG S HAS
7] fElA e tsed BAE BEe] As
& Fart dvke A Sl VIF A|+E 29l
stttk 1 AR Aopst dw A WTE
o] Rddl| FA] F{E AL W, ShdE R VIF=
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3. KO0 31 SS0| MEIHEEY Dkl
i B S TRUHADS B

= B3l SR el , ARE A
= E% 7]Z(RMSEA < .10, CFI > .90, TLI >

(Kline, 2011; Moon, 2009).

2) TZE[RYe HS

7P wah W 7 A28 A sle] shdd
2 FRIALYS S 2, 22 79 o
g5 B 2p < 00D AQE RE A=
Z|45(RMSEA, CFIL, TLI)o|A 23e 2
201 5] 9l th(Hong, 2000). shd® At
e Aot} shw A8 = g A - 7
gkl 7|8 AN YA v Zrh(Figure 2,
Table 3 %%).

43hd o] B§- Aoltee du 4§ F
A SGuwyd A = 81, p < 0DF T
W A A5 = .90, p < 0Dl ZF fre] gt
A AFEW} e A2 eyt 12y

Bl fo

School life
adjustment

Self
satisfaction
Family
satisfaction
School
satisfaction

Ego strength

fSchool relations|g:<
adjustment

4th grade 5th grade

(School relations ..

xgz‘zlu]-Z:cgl ,q] Qo0 p
< .01), 7IEREE(PB = 68, p < 01), & E’_—f—
=B = 77, p < Oh°l WalM= ?ihL o=
59 PN % Aoz Hel=gh &
o ALol dyAg AL QyguELo] 7=
E[l,

LLB = .17, p < 0D} FuTNEEPB = 4
<

»

p < .0l %4‘61 A A adE e A
o2 vepton, g o BA AL 4R
FI] AelRFHER = 97, p < 01, 7HETHE
T(B = .60, p < 01)9} SHHZL(B = 48, p <
oDl 5% #9038 A A AH g3 e Ao
=4 74254 \q. 7(4?40}134 x}o].ﬂv:‘— 65_ ;§1
% 8919l guyd A3 g o w A
of APHoE BF ¢ e R FH o
g AR, YRVERY AopIEE, 715w
5o, FutEed du 48S gl AL
2 o9 44 99 e Ao ey
o 9% Gudd 4ge duiEnd /)5
T, g o A g AEntEHee
2E 09ld §9I8 31 9L lAE Aow

o2 5% Aoprrt stu -89
Sude 3B = 84, p < 0DF St o #
A AL = 88, p < 0Dl S A A

School lfe
adjustment

Family
satisfaction

School
satisfaction

6th grade

(Figure 2) Estimates of standardized parameter for the structural equation model by grade
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(Table 3) Standardized estimations of structural regression model and model fit by grade

Parameter Grade  Total effects Direct effects Indirect effects
4 817 81 :
School life adjustment 5 84%* 84** -
6 75 75" i
4 90** 90" -
School relations adjustment 5 88" 88" " -
6 88** 88** -
4 87" i 87
Ego strength —  Self satisfaction 5 86™" 16" 70**
6 91** 32%* 59**
4 68%* - 68*F
Family satisfaction 5 64%F - 64%F
6 61%F 36%* 25%F
4 a7 i 77
School satisfaction 5 5% - 5%
6 ik 22% 51t
4 - - .
Self satisfaction 5 - - -
6 i _ .
, 4 17" 17 i
School life Family satisfaction 5 26 26 -
adjustment ¥ *
6 34 34 -
4 4% 427 -
School Satisfaction 5 32% 32%F -
6 25%* 25%F -
4 97** 97** i
Self satisfaction 5 80** 80**
6 67" 67 i
, 4 60°* 60" -
SChO(_)l relations Family satisfaction 5 A48"* A48*F -
adjustment p § - -
4 48" 48" i
School satisfaction 5 S54%F S54%F -
6 37" 37 i

SMC : School life adjustment = .66(4th grade), .77(5th grade), .56(6th grade)
School relations adjustment = .81(4th grade), .72(5th grade), .78(6th grade)
Self satisfaction = .84(4th grade), .89(5th grade), .93(6th grade)
Family satisfaction = .54(4th grade), .48(5th grade), .42(6th grade)
School satisfaction = .69(4th grade), .66(5th grade), .59(6th grade)

Model Fit : x2 = 1964.96**(4th grade), 2232.01***(5th grade), 2192.74***(6th grade)
RMSEA = .06(.06-.07)(4th grade), .07(.07-.07)(5th grade), .07(.07-.07)(6th grade)
CFI = .93(4th grade), .93(5th grade), .92(6th grade)
TLI = .92(4th grade), .92(5th grade), .91(6th grade)

*p < .05 **p < 01. ***p < .001.
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7t glom, BEuEEo] zolrEE (g =
70, p < 0Dl freg FH AH g} stu
HeS B3 HHIAIB = .16, p < .05), 75T
=58 = 70, p < 01l F2l3 FA A g3
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