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ABSTRACT

This study compares marital satisfaction between male and female rural migrants and explores
the effects of characteristics of rural migrants and family values on marital satisfaction. Data
were collected using a structured questionnaire. The survey included 483 migrants living in rural
communities of North Jeolla Province and South Jeolla Province. Data were analyzed using
descriptive statistics, cross tables, the t—test, correlations, and a hierarchical regression analysis
using SPSS 21.0. According to the results, marital satisfaction was higher in men than in women.
In addition, the effects of characteristics of rural migrants and family values on marital satisfaction
were greater in men than in women. The major determinant of marital satisfaction in men was
economical preparation, whereas that in women was family values. Economical preparation for
rural living was more important for men, and the sufficient understanding and internalization
of rural living was more important for women. In particular, family values represented the main
variable between men and women in terms of marital satisfaction. These results suggest that
family relationships may be the most important factor influencing rural migrants’ marital
satisfaction and that spousal relationships may be the core factor influencing family relationships.
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Table 1. General characteristics

(1727), o4 43.1%(066), J-tum Fd 931
(28.2%), 4 4578(29.4%), I-turne A 654

(19.7%), &4 42%(27.5%) %Ik, U AEel BF
ExA3o] 9= AT} Q= A vja o Bt
3, g4l e Y T LFFEoR oFd
A7) Bl zo g o|F3t ASH) wgit)
OHZ—Z}%-% sEgeIn|ghe] A 35.206(1168), o
), sHATA~194 U]U]—.?__ A 32.1%
(106“ﬂ) 04” 28.8%6(44™), 19)9~201¢ mlwke

3 19.7%(65%), <13 24.2%(37“5), 290 dode

=

(Unit: N(%))

Variables Category Male Female Total
Less than 45 years 66(20.0) 51(33.3) 117(24.2)
Age 45 years ~ less than 55 years 146(44.2) 70(45.8) 216(44.7)
More than 55 years 118(35.8) 32(20.9) 150(31.1)
Less than a middle school degree 41(12.4) 18(11.8) 59(12.2)
Education level A high school degree 147(44.5) 90(58.8) 237(49.1)
More than a college degree 142(43.0) 45(29.4) 187(38.7)
Bad 15( 4.5) 13( 8.5) 28( 5.8
Health level Normal 101(30.6) 55(35.9) 156(32.3)
Good 214(64.8) 85(55.6) 299(61.9)
Bad 62(18.8) 37(24.2) 99(20.5)
Income level Normal 221(67.0) 100(65.4) 321(66.5)
Good 47(14.2) 16(10.5) 63(13.0)
2 131(39.7) 60(39.2) 191(39.5)
gﬁnﬁsefn:;bers 3~4 136(41.2) 64(41.8) 200(41.4)
More than 5 63(19.1) 29(19.0) 92(19.0)
Professional 13( 3.9) 5(3.3) 18( 3.7
Executive 40(12.1) 4( 2.6 44(°9.1)
Office worker 40(12.1) 17(11.1) 57(11.8)
Engineer 38(11.5) 12( 7.8 50(10.4)
Former job Worker 40 1.2) 2(1.3) 6( 1.2)
in the Manager 33(10.0) 6( 3.9) 39( 8.1
city Self-employed worker 139(42.1) 38(24.8) 177(36.6)
Service worker 6( 1.8) 6( 3.9 12( 2.5)
Homemaker 0( 0.0) 52(34.0) 52(10.8)
Unemployed individual 40 1.3) 2(1.3) 6( 1.2
Other 13( 3.9) 9( 5.9 22( 4.5)
Frequency (number) 330 153 483
Percentage (%) 68.3 31.7 100.0
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24 13.0%(439), o343 7.8%(127) o FAdT} o HAeFH] 7172 671 ko] g 20.0%(66™),
A B5 sErkdn|nte] ojFEAlES 59 AUl 7F oA 20.99%(321), 671E~1dnvke A 28.896(95
2 we Alow yehdtt ), o34 30.796(4779), 1d~2dnvke FA] 18.2%

Table 2. Characteristics of rural migrants
(Unit: N(%))

Variables Category Male Female Total
U-turn type 172(52.1) 66(43.1) 238(49.3)
;yig:ajtﬁ)mral J-turn type 93(28.2) 45(29.4) 138(28.6)
I-turn type 65(19.7) 42(27.5) 107(22.2)
Less than 50 million 116(35.2) 60(39.2) 176(36.4)
Cost of rural 50 million~Less than 100 million 106(32.1) 44(28.8) 150(31.1)
migrants (W) 100 million~Less than 200 million 65(19.7) 37(24.2) 102(21.1)
More than 200 million 43(13.0) 12( 7.8 55(11.4)
Less than 6 months 66(20.0) 32(20.9) 98(20.3)
) ) 6 months~ Less than 1 year 95(28.8) 47(30.7) 142(29.4)
Preparation period
1 year~ Less than 2 years 60(18.2) 37(24.2) 97(20.1)
More than 2 years 109(33.0) 37(24.2) 146(30.2)
Farm work hours  Less than 6 hours 64(19.4) 53(34.6) 117(24.2)
per day 6 hours~10 hours 202(61.2) 76(49.7) 278(57.6)
(spring to fall) More than 11 hours 64(19.4) 24(25.7) 88(18.2)
Field farming 218(66.1) 116(75.8) 334(69.2)
Rice paddy farming 160(48.5) 50(32.7) 210(43.5)
Agriculture Orchard 90(27.3) 32(20.9) 122(25.3)
type* Greenhouse 68(20.6) 32(20.9) 100(20.7)
Livestock 43(13.0) 27(17.6) 70(14.5)
Other 5( 1.6) 2(1.2) 7( 1.4)
Like rural life 88(26.7) 33(21.6) 121(25.1)
Want to live in a rural area after retirement 79(23.9) 25(16.3) 104(21.5)
For the health of oneself and family 38(11.5) 32(20.9) 70(14.5)
o An agricultural professional 50(15.2) 110 7.2) 61(12.6)
i\f;):lwilt;;;mi* Spouse’s preference 9( 2.7 32(20.9) 41( 8.5)
To take over agriculture from parents 300 9.1 2(1.3) 32( 6.6)
Positive prospects for agriculture 20( 6.1) 9( 5.9 29( 6.0)
Difficulty in finding employment in the city 9( 2.7 5( 3.3) 14( 2.9)
Other 7(2.1) 4( 2.6) 11( 2.3)
Frequency (number) 330 153 483
Percentage (%) 68.3 31.7 100.0

1) Types of rural migrants include U-turn, J-turn, and I-turn types. These types are divided according to the rural
migrant’s place of birth and residence. U-turn: the place of birth (rural) — city life — the place of residence of
the rural migrant (hometown); J-turn: the place of birth (rural) — city life — the place of residence of the rural
migrant (other rural areas); I-turn: the place of birth (city) — the place of residence of the rural migrant (rural).

* Multiple responses.
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Table 3. Family values
(Unit: Mean(SD))
Variabl Male Female Total .
A (n=330, 68.3%) (=153, 31.7%) (=483, 100.0%)
Family members” opinions are more 2.18(90) 2.03(.82) 2.13(88) 1.7
important than personal opinions.
Family’s intfj‘rest is more important than 2.09(87) 2.44(.90) 2.20(89) a0
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Table 4. Marital satisfaction
(Unit: Mean(SD))
Variables Male Female Total .
(n=330, 68.3%) (n=153, 31.7%) (n=483, 100%)
Satisfaction of the spouse 3.86( .83) 3.69(.90) 3.81( .85) 2.09"
Satisfaction with marriage 3.66(1.01) 3.41(.99) 3.58(1.01) 2.53
Satisfaction with the spousal relationship 3.76( .85) 3.64(.86) 3.72( .85) 1.37
Satisfaction with the spouse’s parents 3.68( .86) 3.60(.88) 3.65( .87) .85
Marital satisfaction 3.74( .74) 3.59(.71) 3.69( .74) 217

"p<.05.
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Table 5. Effects of variables on the marital satisfaction of rural migrants
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Dependent Male Female
variables  Model T Model I Model I Model 1 Model I Model 1T
Independent
variables B B B B B B B B B J&4 B B
Age -0l .04 -02 -05 -0l -04 02 .04 .03 .09 .02 .06
Education 47 13 39 11 39 11" 17 04 06 07 23 .06
level
Health . .
General calt 79 .19 67 167 58 14 50 13 35 .09 41 .11
. level
characteristics
Income 105 2577 99 2377 103 2477 49 13 51 13 47 12
level
N of family 15 g 20 .09 20 .09 18 09 25 .12 .20 .10
members
Rural -13 -2 -.07 -.01 -130 -21° -111 -.18
migrant1(UJ) ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ ) )
Rural 5
19 . 13 02 -1.19 -19 -124 -,
migrant2(UD) ? 03 3 0 ? ’ 19
Rural migrant - Cost of rural 140 11 07 30 200 26 .18
charactenstlcs mlgrants
Preparation 2 120 28 a4 ~06 03 .01 01
period
Farm work
02 .03 .01 .01 -02 -03 -04 -05
hours per day
Family values -57 -.14" -81 -.20°
Adjusted R? .17 20 22 .06 11 15
R? change .03 02° .05 04
F 12,98 768" 778" 1.69 1.72 213"

T p<05, T pdot1, T peoo.

Dummy variables: Rural migrant type 1 (U-turn: 0; J-turn: 1); Rural migrant type 2 (U-turn: 0; I-turn: 1).
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