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= Abstract =

Development of Reading Comprehensive Strategy
Program for Underachieving Gifted Students

Sun Il Choi
Youngdong University

Sukun Jin
Konkuk University

This study handled underachievement issue of gifted students by developing and validating
educational programs as a solution, or relief, of their academic underachievement problems.
The proposed educational program was designed to enhancing reading comprehension ability
of gifted students with underachievement.

Based on comprehensive literature review, this study found that key issues of underachieve-
ment have to do with learning strategy, and also that learning strategy was established as
‘reading comprehension strategy.’ Considering diverse reading comprehension models and
strategies suggested by preceding studies, the reading comprehension strategy program in
Korean was customized for underachieving gifted students on the middle school level.
The effectiveness of the reading comprehension strategy program as a solution to
underachievement of gifted students was explored by applying the developed program to
36 identified students after school twice a week for 6 weeks, conducting pre- and
post-tests that were selected to measure their reading comprehension abilities, collecting
their academic achievement data before and after the intervention by this study, and
interviewing students.

As the results of this study, reading metacognition ability, reading comprehension skills,
and school grades of gifted students with underachievement were meaningfully improved
as a group. On the individual level, 12 identified students, exactly one third of the whole
group of underachieving gifted students, showed so improved academic achievement as

we can say they overcame underachievement based on the Supplee’s definition.

Key Words: Underachieving Gifted, Reading Comprehensive Strategy, Reading Metacognition
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