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This study investigated the current state of writing in research papers of science education with focus
on the translationese and basic Korean grammar, and found a way of improving the Korean language.
The science education research have characteristics of both social science and natural science, and of
having more quantitative than qualitative research, which could influence the writing of the research

paper. The translationese means the conventional expression originated from foreign language other than
Korean. The basic Korean grammar includes ‘agreement,” ‘spelling, word spacing, punctuation mark,’
‘causative suffix,” ‘use of English or loanword,” and the translationese is divided in ‘English,” ‘Japanese,’
and ‘English and Japanese.” The sentences in nine research papers in the ‘Journal of the Korean Association
for Science Education’ were analyzed, and the problematic sentences were discussed and provided with
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alternatives. The cases with high frequency include ‘-jeok,” ‘use of English,” ‘expression of the plural,’
‘passive voice of the verb with -hada,” ‘-go inneun,” ‘-eul tonghayeo,” ‘-e dachayeo,” ‘gajida,” ‘genitive
case marker -eui,” ‘passive voice with subject of thing,” and ‘causative suffix, -sikida.” Based on the
results, the characteristics of writing of science education research papers were described as ‘writing
of quantitative research,” ‘objective writing of academic research,” and ‘writing of research of foreign
origin.” In order to improve the writing of research paper of science education, the science education

researcher should pay attention to basic Korean grammar and the translationese, and be familiar with
the concrete examples of problematic cases. The results of this study could be used in the education
of writing and grammar of Korean language.
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Table 1. The frequencies of cases of problematic writing
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