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This study aims to explore the characteristics of student inquiry found in project-based science practices.
The participants were four high school students in a science research club and worked their own project
for one semester. During the project, they made their research questions, planned and executed their
research procedures, and made their own conclusion. Their activities during the project were videotaped
and recorded. They were also interviewed. Group worksheets and written reports were all collected for
analyses. The whole processes of the inquiry were analyzed and interpreted qualitatively. The
characteristics of student inquiry were presented in the view of the theory-evidence-method coordination.
Three different modes of the coordinations that were found recursively in their inquiry were the
theory-evidence coordination, the evidence-method coordination, and the theory-evidence-method

coobrd(ijr_la(tiion,  knowled coordination. It was also revealed that students’ tacit knowledge using various tools were exhibited and
ell?llo led tacit knowledge, these skills improved during their group works. The implications for school science inquiry education
SKILS and research based on this study are discussed.
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Table 1. The students’ activities in their inquiry
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