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Effects of Articulator—distance and Tense in Phonological Awareness in Korean:
The case of Korean Infants and Toddlers
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Abstract

This study tried to investigate the differences between auditory preferences for a discrimination
study of minimal pairs with the different onset and the same nucleus of a syllable on the basis
of articulator—distance in case of Korean infants and toddlers. As a result we found a main effect
for articulator—distance and age but not an effect according to the types of phonation especially
in terms of tense. Former results are line with the previous studies having reported the order
of consonants acquisition based on the places of articulation suggesting that more sensitive
responses for the contiguous and different phonemes may lead earlier acquisition for the same
place of articulation of the speech sounds. Specifically, bilabial soudns are followed by alveolar
and palatal sounds in order. The latter results also showed that tense consonants got a high rate
of recognition beside lax consonants according to the age and sex.
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