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A Case Study of Cross—Media Storytelling
: Remediation of Webtoon (Misaeng) to Drama Series {Misaeng)
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Abstract

With the growth of media platforms and fierce competition in the media market, there have
been focus on cross media storytelling, a remediation of content already proven successful to
another type of medium. In particular, webtoons have emerged as being successful source media,
and this study analyzes how the webtoon <Misaeng>’s narrative is expanded and transformed
in the remediation process into TV drama. The results showed that, the webtoon <Misaeng>,
which was targeted at a relatively more specific audience, objectively described stories of the life
and hardships of an office worker through a contractual employee at a trading company
navigating work life based on strategies of Baduk; while the TV drama version, which aims to
appeal to a broader audience, strengthened popular narratives with topics of social issues such
as ‘hardships of the non-permanent employee’, ‘sexual discrimination and sexual harassment in
the workplace’, ‘difficulties of a working mom’, and ‘romance between new colleagues’. In
addition, in order to create dramatic enjoyment, the drama’s storytelling strategy incorporated
conflicts by creating confrontational relationships among good and evil characters, and added
humanism and comedic effect.
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