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Perception of Good Death and Attitudes toward Death between ER

Nurses and Coroners

Ji-Young Han, R.N., Ph.D.

Department of Nursing, Silla University, Busan, Korea

Purpose: This study was conducted to describe and compare how emergency room (ER) nurses and coroners
perceive good death and their attitudes toward death. Methods: A survey was performed with 51 ER nurses in
P city and 44 coroners nationwide. Data were collected from October 1, 2010 through February 28, 2011. Data
were analyzed with descriptive statistics, t-test, ANCOVA, Scheffe’s test using the IBM SPSS statistics 21.0
program. Results: For the perception of good death and attitudes toward death, coroners scored higher (3.01£0.43
and 2.87£0.35, respectively) than ER nurses group (2.95£0.40 and 2.61+0.33, respectively), but the differences
wete not significant. The results of perception of good death and attitudes toward death were not statistically
significant between ER nurses and coroners. Conclusion: The study showed no difference between ER nurses’
perception of good death and attitudes toward death and those held by coroners. The findings of the study show
that it is necessary to offer steady education on death to nurses and coroners to help them build a proper
understanding of good death and grow positive attitudes toward death.
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Table 1, General Characteristics (N=100).

Totals Coroner ER Nurses
Characteristics Categories ){2 (P)
N (%) N (%) N (%)
Age
<30 35 (35.0) 2 (4.6) 33 (58.9) 29.49
30~39 46 (46.0) 28 (63.6) 18 (32.2) (<0.001)
>40 19 (19.0) 14 (31.8) 5 (8.9)
100 (100.0) 44 (100.0) 56 (100.0)
Major
Nursing science 78 (78.0) 22 (50.0) 56 (100) 91.94
Clinical pathology 17 (17.0) 17 (38.6) - (<0.001)
Others 5 (5.0) 5 (11.4) -
Gender
Female 71 (71.0) 22 (50.0) 49 (87.5) 16.83
Male 29 (29.0) 22 (50.0) 7 (12.5) (<.001%)
Religion
Protestant 16 (16.0) 11 (25.0) 5 (8.9) 10.212
Catholic 10 (10.0) 5 (11.4) 5 (8.9) (0.037)
Buddhist 30 (30.0) 11 (25.0) 19 (33.9)
None 41 (41.0) 14 (31.8) 27 (48.2)
Others 3 (3.0) 3 (6.8) -
Experience of the death in family
Yes 68 (68.0) 32 (72.7) 36 (64.3) 0.81
No 32 (32.0) 12 (27.3) 20 (35.7) (0.396%)
Experience of the death in others
Yes 94 (94.0) 43 (97.7) 51 91.1) 1.94
No 6 (6.0) 1(2.3) 5 (8.9) (0.225%)
Previous death-related education expetience
Yes 75 (75.0) 42 (95.5) 33 (58.9) 18.36
No 25 (25.0) 3 (4.5) 23 (41.1) (<0.001)
Death-related educational needs
Not need 4 (4.0) 0 (0.0) 4 (7.1 4.15
Need 74 (74.0) 32 (72.7) 42 (75.0) (0.125)
Very need 22 (22.0) 12 (27.3) 10 (17.9)

*Fisher’s exact test.
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Table 2. Mean Scores for Good Death and Attitudes towards Death.
Total Coroners ER nurses
Variables F P
M+SD M+SD M+SD
Good death Sense of friendliness 3.10+0.46 3.15+0.44 3.06+0.46 0.00 0.963
Sense of control 2.94+0.71 3.0210.68 2.88+0.74 0.74 0.393
Clinical symptom 2.89+0.51 2.88%0.50 2.91%0.53 0.17 0.684
Total 2.98+0.42 3.01+£0.43 2.9510.40 0.01 0.936
Attitudes toward death 2.72+0.36 2.87£0.35 2.614£0.33 0.92 0.341
Table 3. Good Death According to General Characteristics (N=100).
Total Coroners ER nurses
Characteristics Categories _ t/F (P) t/F (P) t/F (P)
M+SD M+SD M+SD
Age
<30 2.88+0.36 1.37 2.89+0.14 0.15 2.91£0.38 1.66
30~40 3.04+0.46 (0.259) 3.00+0.47 (0.862) 3.10+0.43 (0.200)
>40 2.99+0.39 3.06+0.38 2.81£0.39
Major
Nursing science 2.93£0.40 1.99 2.91+0.36 1.68 2.95+0.42
Clinical pathology 3.08+0.49 (0.142) 3.08+0.49 (0.199) -
Others 3.25+0.44 3.25+0.44 -
Gender
Female 2.98+0.43 —0.17 3.07+0.43 —0.78 2.97+0.42 0.04
Male 2.96+0.41 (0.866) 2.96+0.44 (0.438) 2.96+0.31 (0.970)
Religion
Protestant 3.03+0.43 0.12 3.10+0.43 0.21 2.86£0.41 0.21
Catholic 3.01+£0.33 (0.976) 3.06£0.29 (0.930) 2.96+0.38 (0.887)
Buddhist 2.94+0.42 3.01+£0.35 2.90+0.47
None 2.97+0.45 2.94+0.52 2.99+0.41
Others 2.97+0.52 2.97+0.52 -
Experience of the death in family
Yes 3.00+0.44 0.68 3.07+0.42 1.45 2.93£0.45 —0.18
No 2.91+0.37 (0.497) 2.86+0.42 (0.154) 2.95%0.33 (0.861)
Experience of the death in others
Yes 2.98+0.41 0.79 3.02+0.43 0.65 2.95+0.40 0.45
No 2.84+0.57 (0.433) 2.73+0.39 (0.519) 2.87+0.64 (0.655)
Previous death-related education experience
Yes 2.97+0.43 —0.77 3.02+0.44 0.49 2.90+0.41 —1.48
No 3.04%0.35 (0.444) 2.87£0.19 (0.625) 3.06£0.36 (0.146)
Death-related educational needs
Not need 2.47+0.49 3.37 - —0.70 2.47+0.49 3.04
Need 2.98+0.39 (0.039) 2.98+0.43 (0.485) 2.98+0.37 (0.057)
Very need 3.05+0.46 a<b,c 3.09+0.45 3.01+0.42

b, .o .
“™Scheffe test (same letter means significantly difference).



Table 4, Attitudes toward Death According to General Characteristics (N=100).
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Total Coroners ER nurses
Characteristics Categories t/F (P) t/F (P) t/F (P)
M+SD M+SD M+SD
Age
<30 2.60+0.37 3.22 2.75%0.07 0.31 2.59+0.36 0.21
30~40 2.80+0.37 (0.044) 2.90£0.39 (0.737) 2.64+0.26 (0.810)
>40 2.79+0.30 2.83+0.30 2.67+0.30
Major
Nursing 2.68+0.33 7.41 2.8710.29 5.01 2.61£0.32
Clinical 2.99£0.35 (0.001) 2.99£0.35 (0.011) -
Others 2.47+0.38 2.47+0.38 a,b>c -
Gender
Female 2.69+0.38 1.70 2.8610.39 0.12 2.60+0.34 —0.42
Male 2.82£0.30 (0.093) 2.87£0.30 (0.904) 2.66£0.23 (0.678)
Religion
Protestant 2.7940.40 0.70 2.8610.46 0.34 2.6240.11 0.51
Catholic 2.59+0.33 (0.594) 2.71+£0.20 (0.852) 2.46+0.41 (0.678)
Buddhist 2.74+0.34 2.88+0.31 2.6610.33
None 2.71+0.37 2.9310.34 2.60£0.33
Others 2.90+0.49 2.90+0.49 -
Experience of the death in family
Yes 2.7240.39 0.04 2.91+0.34 1.09 2.56£0.35 —1.40
No 2.7240.30 (0.965) 2.77+0.39 (0.283) 2.69+0.26 (0.167)
Experience of the death in others
Yes 2.7310.35 0.99 2.8840.36 0.63 2.61£0.29 0.27
No 2.58+0.56 (0.326) 2.65£0.32 (0.529) 2.57+0.63 0.792)
Previous death-related education experience
Yes 2.7340.39 0.22 2.8740.36 0.57 2.55+0.35 —1.85
No 2.71+£0.23 (0.829) 2.7310.11 0.571) 2.71+£0.24 (0.069)
Death-related educational needs
Not need 2.64+0.28 2.35 - —1.07 2.6410.29 1.31
Need 2.69+0.35 0.101) 2.84+0.33 (0.293) 2.5740.33 0.279)
Very need 2.87+0.37 2.97£0.42 2.75+0.27
“P<Qcheffe test (same letcer means significantly difference).
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