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The Analysis of usage of Symptom Differentiation
in Clinical Trials in Korean Medicine for Cancer Patients
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Abstract

Objective : The aim of this study is to investigate the features of clinical trial which used symptom differ—
entiation on cancer patients

Method : Electronic databases including Ovid—Medline, Ovid—EMBASE, and Cochrane library were searched.
Search terms incorporating the concepts of cancer, herbal medicine, clinical trial were used, Articles described
using symptom differentiation in methods were selected,

Results : Twelve studies used symptom differentiation for prescribing herbal medicine to cancer patients. A
total of 36 symptom differentiation were used, The kind of the herbal medicines was varied as much as
the kind of symptom differentiation,

Conclusion : Most of herbal medicines used for cancer patients focused on quality of life or adverse events
rather than tumor size, Symptom differentiation and herbal medicine used in selected studies were too diverse
to categorize. To use standardized symptom differentiation, symptom differentiation instrument should be
developed and reliability test and validity test are needed.
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Table 1. Search Keywords

[tem

Search words

Cancer

neoplasms, cancer, neoplasm®, tumor

Herbal medicine

Medicine, East Asian Traditional, Herbal Medicine, korean medi*, oriental
medi*, kampo, herbal drug$, herbal remed®, herbal formula®

Clinical trial

clinical trials, random allocation, clinical trial, “clinical trial, phase i”, “clinical
trial, phase ii”, “clinical trial, phase iii”, “clinical trial, phase iv’, “controlled

clinical trial”, “randomized controlled trial” clinical AND trial OR random™

Table 2. Summary of Clinical Trials

L Number of
Publication Study
Study Language Cancer type symptom
year Country ) e
differentiation
Fan Guorong et al, 2000 China Chinese Lung cancer 3
Qun Zhao et al, 2004 China English Gastric cancer 1
bdominal Mali t
Jin Hong et al. 2005 China English abdorinal Mahghan 2
Tumor
Zhou Dai—han et al, 2005 China Chinese Non small cell lung cancer 4
Zhang Ting et al. 2006 China English Various
N h. 1
Song Pei—rong et al, 2007 China Chinese asop ?ryngea 4
Carcinoma

Ni—da Cao et al, 2010 China Chinese Gastric cancer 8
Zhu Zhaocheng et al. 2010 China Chinese Lung cancer 4
Shi Xue et al. 2011 China English Solid tumor 4
Zhang Qing 2013 China Chinese Gastric cancer 4
Shen Fu—lin et al. 2014 China Chinese Various 3
7Zou Bofeng et al. 2014 China Chinese Colon cancer o
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Table 3. Features of Clinical Trials (1)
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o (Table 3, (Table 4)

t Method of
Study .Symp om einod 0 Herbal Medication Qutcome
Differentiation Treatment
7 At - Pz, B5H, P IL—-2 system,
an
Guorong | MEABBILIIE - AET & WUIBRESS I EEE S T cell,
ot al N e N erythrocyte
. FPZRR R - & AENRAR immune system
Qun infiltration
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et al, metastasis
Jin Hong oo HERS TR IR QOL
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3 EREE, AR, TE, B0, B
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Table 4. Features of Clinical Trials (2)

Study .Sympt.orT.l Method of Herbal Medication Qutcome
Differentiation Treatment
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Table 5. Classification of Herbs
Classification Herbs
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