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Abstract

Objective : This study aims to investigate legal and regulatory status of traditional and complementary
medicine (T&CM) focusing on regulation on health practitioners and health practice in 33 countries,
Method : 33 countries were selected based on several factors such as interest of Korean medical doctors,
strategic importance, and distribution over the world, The questionnaire was distributed to Korean embassies
in 33 countries in March 2014 through Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and the answers from those countries
were collected from April to September, 24 countries that provided sufficient information were included in
the analysis,

Results : 18 countries have law or regulation on T&CM, Only five countries regulate T&CM practitioners as
medical personnel or health practitioner by law, and 12 countries have regulation on license or certificate,
Half of 24 countries recognize license of T&CM practitioners issued abroad, There are nine countries that
recognize T&CM practice as medical practice, and four of them regulate acupuncture as medical practice
by western medical doctors or a few health practitioners recognized by the government, There are six
countries that do not recognize T&CM practice as medical practice by law, but regulate it as practice that
affect public health, and these countries have law or regulation on T&CM,

Conclusion : As T&CM have great impact on public health, many countries have recently legislated law or
regulation on T&CM, Rapid change in regulatory status of T&CM affects globalization of Korean medicine,
Thus, development of timely strategies will be essential for it,

Key words : Traditional medicine, Complementary medicine, Law, Regulation, Medical personnel,
Medical practice
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Table 1. 33 Countries Selected for the Study

Region

Country

North America

Canada, Mexico, United States of America

South America Argentina, Brazil

Austria, Belgium, England, France, Germany, Norway, Russia, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden,

Furope Turkey
Asia China, Indonesia, Japan, Kyrgyzstan, Malaysia, Philippines, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
Singapore, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, Uzbekistan, Vietnam
Africa Nigeria, Republic of South Africa
Oceania Australia, New Zealand
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Table 2. Law

4¢)

or Regulation on Traditional and Complementary® Medicine

Law(Act) or regulation

No regulation

Australia Health Practitioner Regulation National Law Act (2012)"
Included in Chi Medical Act, Regulations of the People’s Republic of China
ina
health law on Traditional Chinese Medicine
(Medical Act) |Indonesia Medical Act, Decree No, 1076
Vietnam Medical Act, Circular 41
J Law regarding anma—massage—shiatsu therapist, acupunc—
apan
P turist, and moxibustionist
Malaysia Traditional and Complementary Medicine Act (2013)
Norway Lovdata— Lov om alternativ behandling av sykdom mv (2003)
Act Philioni Traditional and Alternative Medicine Act(TAMA) of 1997,
c ilippines
PP Republic Act No, 8423
Republic of
P ) The Allied Health Professions Act(Act 63 of 1982)
South Africa
. . ; . . Austria,
Singapore Traditional Chinese Medicine Practitioners Act (2000) England. 1
ngland, New
Thailand Thai Traditional Medicine Profession Act B.E. 2556 (2013) g .
Zealand, Spain,
Argentina Resolution 859/2008 Sweden
Brazil Portaria n° 971, May 3" 2006 Urzbekistan
Mexico Norma Oficial Mexicana NOM—017—SSA3—2012
Abu Dhabi: HAAD Standard for Scope of Practice for
Traditional Complementary and Alternative Medicine
. Practitioners (2012)
Regulation | United Arab - — : —
. Dubai: Traditional, Complementary and Alternative Medicine
Emirates .
Scope of Practice (2011)
Dubai Health Care City(DHCC): Complementary and
Alternative Medicine Regulation No, (3) of 2008
United States |Regulation on practitioners and practice of Complementary
of America and Alternative Medicine
P Arrete du 26 avril 2007 modifiant l'arrete du 29 avril 1998
rance
Others portant reglementation et liste des capacites de medecine
Germany Geblirenordnung fiir Arzte/GOA
Total 18 countries 6 countries

* Traditional and Complementary Medicine: "WHO Traditional Medicine Strategy 2014—2023,°] w2, Traditional

Medicine?} Complementary Medicine2
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Table 3. Recognition of Traditional and Complementary Medicine Practitioners as Medical Personnel

Recognition as medical personnel No recognition No response or unclear
Australia Argentina Malaysia
China Austria Mexico
New Zealand Brazil Norway
Thailand England Republic of South Africa
Vietnam France Singapore
Germany United Arab Emirates
Indonesia United States of America
Japan
Philippines
Spain
Sweden
Uzbekistan
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Table 4. Regulation on license or certificate of
Traditional and Complementary Medicine Practitioners™

Regulation No regulation
Australia
. Argentina
China .
. Austria
Indonesia .
J Brazil
apan
pA England
Mexico
L France
Philippines
. . Germany
Republic of South Africa .
Si Malaysia
ingapore
New Zealand
Thailand .
. . Spain
United Arab Emirates
. . Sweden
United States of America .
. Uzbekistan
Vietnam

* No response: Norway
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Table 5. Recognition of License of Traditional and Complementary Medicine Practitioners
Issued in Other Countries*

Recognition
Registration or L ) No recognition No regulation
Examination Regulation
Approval
Australia China Malaysia Indonesia Argentina
Mexico Singapore Philippines Japan Austria
New Zealand Thailand Vietnam Brazil
Republic of South United States of England
Africa America France
Spain Germany
United Arab Emirates Sweden
Uzbekistan

* No response: Norway
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Table 6. Recognition of Traditional and Complementary Medicine Practice as Medical Practice

Recognition No recognition
- " - No response or
By medical doctors By T&CM Practice that affect the .
N . No regulation unclear
(Acupuncture) practitioners public health
Argentina Australia Indonesia Austria Mexico
Brazil China Japan England Norway
France New Zealand Malaysia Spain Singapore
Germany Thailand Philippines Uzbekistan United Arab Emirates
Vietnam Republic of South United States of
Africa America
Sweden

* T&CM: Traditional and Complementary Medicine
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Table 7. Relationship between Recognition of Traditional and Complementary Medicine Practitioners
and Practice and Legislation of Law or Regulation™

Recognition as
medical practice

Recognition as
medical personnel

Law or regulation

Country

Law or regulation

Australia, China, Thailand, Vietnam

Recognition Recognition

No regulation

New Zealand

Recognition

Law or regulation

Argentina, Brazil, France, Germany

No recognition

Law or regulation

Indonesia, Japan, Philippines

No recognition

No regulation

Austria, England, Sweden, Spain, Uzbekistan

* Malaysia, Mexico, Norway, Republic of South Africa, Singapore, United Arab Emirates, and United States of

America are excluded due to insufficient information,
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