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Abstract

The purpose of the present study is to investigate the various reasons that might lead single women to choose not
to marry, Semi—structured in—depth interviews were arranged with 18 single women who met the criteria for the
present research purpose, We considered only those responses of the interviewees that are directly related to their
reasons why they choose not to marry, where the collected data were analyzed in three steps by methods of thematic
analysis, As a result of the analysis, the reasons for which they chose not to marry could be grouped into three main
clusters of themes which may be labeled as (1) themes centered on ‘Myself’, (2) themes centered on ‘Family’ and (3)
themes centered on ‘Surrounding Environments and Friends’. Among the first category of themes of ‘Myself’, we have
found five sub—themes such as ‘Lack of emotional communication”, “Not—found spouse meeting my criteria’, “My
personality”, “Self—narcissism or self—centeredness’, “False beliefs in marriage’. As for the second category of themes
‘Family’, three sub—themes have been found including “Family of origin conflict’, “Closeness to family of origin’,
“Comfortable daily lives”. And for the final category of themes ‘Surrounding Environments and Friends’, there were
found three sub—themes which include ‘Negative effects of married friends”, “Emotional support system’, ‘Changing
social atmosphere”, In all there are eleven sub—themes to consider. On the basis of these results, we presented some
conclusions on the reasons why single women in their thirties or forties choose not to marry, We also presented some
implications of these results on population education and future research,
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Table 1. The Characteristics of Single Women

(N=18)
Experience Income
No. Name Age Education Occupation Fear) (One millon Residence
y WON/month)
| An Hyeona 40 course completion for Middle school 18 350 Gyeongsang
master program teacher
2 Bae Hana 44 doctorate Professor 9 350 Gyeongsang
3 Choi Jieun 38 university graduate Sales and service 17 180 Seoul, Gyeonggi
course completion for Nurseries
4 Choi Yunjeong 40 P directo,r Institute 20 500 Gyeongsang
master program .
director
. Psychological .
5 Han Hyejin 41 doctorate . 13 200~250 Seoul, Gyeonggi
counseling
6 Kang Miyeon 35 high graduation. Esthetician 13 130 Jeonlla
7 Kim Minhyeon 32 university graduate Home tutoring 7 120 Jeonlla
8 Kim Sangmi 38 master's degree institute director 10 200 Seoul, Gyeonggi
9 Kim Sangmi 42 doctorate Professor 12 350 Seoul, Gyeonggi
10 Kim Seunghui 38 university graduate Social worker 16 150 Gyeongsang
11 Ko Gyeonghui 38 doctorate Professor 11 500 Jeonlla
12 Lee Huiyeon 37 coursecompletion for Acupuncturist 10 450~500 Seoul, Gyeonggi
doctoral program
13 Lee Songi 36 doctorate Lecturer(Uni.) 8 200 Jeonlla
. course completion for Lecturer .
14 Lee soojung 42 doctoral program (Uni) 4 200 Seoul, Gyeonggi
15 Lee Yeonhui 41 course completion for Counselors 7 100 Gyeongsang
master program
16 Lee Yurim 36 university graduate Englls.h Institute 3 600~700 Jeonlla
Director
. L Academy
17 Nam Jinsuk 39 university graduate . 16 180 Jeonlla
Instructors, Interior
letion fi
18 Park Jiyun 33 goutse completion for Part-time work 5~6 90 Gyeongsang

master program
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Table 2, The Main Contents of Sub—themes
(N=18)
Themes Sub-themes Main Contents
'T am feeling some emotional
. L ication) barri ith him).',
Lack of emotional communication l(communlca 1911) artet (‘.m Alm), , . .
Fail to fall in love at first sight', '"Lack of passion, hot emotions,
emotional comfort'
T haven't yet found the one right person for me.', 'Likeness of
Not-found spouse meeting my criteria Ipersona‘lity 'typ'e', 'Comfort of ryelationsh'ip', ‘Liveliness 'anfi energ}'/‘,
Enthusiasm’, 'Respectable men', 'Physical appearance', 'Economic
“My stability', 'Lifestyle'
Story” . T prefer to be alone', 'Feeling anxious and uncomfortable with the
My personality . ,
opposite sex'.
'Fear of expanded relationship with e.g., the members of the origin
. family of future husband', 'Challenge of Work and Home(family)', 'Do
Self-narcissism or self-centeredness . o .
not want to make too much sacrifice for my marriage', 'Self-realization
is more important'
False beliefs in marriage 'Marri.age' is‘ lyike a gamble and iF‘s my decyision to make.', "Marriage is
a choice.', ‘It's OK for me to live alone.
Family of origin conflict 'Negative memory of the original family (Bickering parents, Violence)'
“Family Closeness to family of origin :Caring‘for siclf pa'rents', 'Close relationship to the family of origin',
Story” Mom like a friend
R Comfortable daily lives :My mom cares everything for I-ne'., 'So comfortak?le t('> be living alone',
No pressure from parents or siblings for marriage.
'Friends giving up their personal lives, caring for the husband and
Negative effects of married friends family.', 'Friends living in financial difficulty after marriage.', 'Divorced
) friends', 'husband's affair'
“Surroundings ; -
. . Strong emotional support system
Environments and Emotional support system . . ,
Friends” (friends, Groups, Movie clubs, etc)
'Social atmosphere turning more favorable toward the singles.',
Changing social atmosphere 'Marriage is not necessarily required', 'It is a single family (recognized
as a family form).'
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