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Difference in Immigrant Adolescents’ Experience of Life in Korea

- Focusing on comparison between adolescents with multicultural family backgrounds

and those with immigrant backgrounds -

Hyoung-Ha Lee*

Abstract

This study purposed to analyze difference in experience of life in Korea among adolescents whose
immigrant backgrounds were different (Koreanborn children of multicultural families and foreign-born
immigrant children) using the data of the 2012 National Survey of Multicultural Families (adolescent
children aged between 9 and 24). According to the results of analysis, first, multicultural adolescents
with immigrant backgrounds experienced ‘difficulty in using the Korean language (speaking, listening,
reading, and writing),” ‘school dropout,’ and ‘school violence’ more frequently than Korean-born
multicultural adolescents. Second, with regard to social discrimination (friends, teachers, relatives,
neighbors, and unknown people), multicultural adolescents with immigrant backgrounds experienced
‘discrimination by teachers,” ‘discrimination by relatives,” ‘discrimination by neighbors,” and
‘discrimination by unknown people’ more frequently than Koreanborn multicultural adolescents. By
analyzing these differences, this study suggested directions for differentiated support policies and

specific strategies for adjustment to life in Korea by multicultural family adolescents with different

backgrounds.

» Keyword : adolescents with immigrant backgrounds,

multicultural adolescents with immigrant
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[I. Theoretical Background

1. Multicultural Youth categories and Status
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Table 1. Type of Multicultural Families
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Table 2. The Growth Trend of Multicultural Student (last 5
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Table 4. Multicultural Student Status with immigrant
backgrounds(2014)
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[1l. Research Method

1. Data collection and analysis
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V. Results of the study

1. Characteristics of the main variables of the
study subjects
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Table 6. Socio—Demographic Characteristics
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2. Youth's Korea Life experience gap analysis
of migrant background
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Table 8. The Difference between Social Discrimination with
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2-3. Whether academic interruption
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2-4. Family relationship satisfaction
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Table 10. The Difference between Family Relationship
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Table 11. The Difference between Parents were Born in a
Foreign Country with Immigrant Backgrounds
2l gl e | EE
ol N ER | B 12k
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Table 12. The Difference between Pride for his Father or
Mother born abroad with Immigrant Backgrounds
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2-7. School violence experienced during the
past year

Table 13. The Difference of School Violence Experienced
over the past year
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2-8. Facilities experience
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Table 14. The Difference of the Facilities Experienced
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