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Possibilities and Limitations of Media Representation as the Historical

Communication
—Focusing on Korea Films of Gwangju Democratization Movement in 2000s—
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Abstract

This study focuses on Korea films of historical communication. Narrative analysis was
conducted on the films in 2000s including <Old Garden>, <may,18> and <26 Years> that mainly
have dealt with the ‘Gwangju Democratization Movement. As a result of the syntagmatic
analysis, these films try to stabilize ‘social imbalances’ in the aspect of individuals and conceals
issues of social structure. In addition, the result of paradigmatic analysis reveals that textual
factors of ‘active involvement of female characters’, ‘continuity of history through the survivors’
demonstrate its strategies to publicize the historical truth. Consequently these films show its
limitations that weakens historical meaning by placing unsolved problems of social structure as
well as the love story. But rather than describing it as a history of the past, these films act as
a catalyst to bring thins specific historical issue to our present lives and publicize it as a current
issue. Therefore, the historical film not only allows current generation to remind to history but
also to provide an opportunity to publicize the important issues of social structure in the present society.
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Analysis |
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