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Abstract : This paper suggests how Korean housemaids, called Sikmo, and Korean-Chinese migrant
domestic workers have similar class positions and therefore form a dual identity in their interactions with
female employers. Through spoken stories of the experiences of 27 females from Seoul, including Korean-
Chinese domestic workers, Korean housemaids, and their employers, this research effectively overcomes
the dichotomous discourse of natives versus foreigners. Instead it suggests the new interpretation that
it is not foreignness but class inferiority of the domestic workers that plays a key role in establishing
relationships with employers. Korean housemaids and Korean-Chinese domestic workers, both
groups of whom are migrant workers, have developed coping strategies to enhance their labor value by
spatially relocating themselves from their home society to a new society. They possess a similar labor
status in women’s history, being of low income, low education, and rural births. Consequently, these
women experience ‘translocal anchoring,” meaning their identities are intertwined with that of their

home societies, and employers perceive them based on the characteristics of these places. The Korean
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employers perceive that the domestic workers” morality and intellectuality are inferior based on their class

differences. This stigmatizing process leads employers to regard domestic workers as ambivalent people,

not only threatening outsiders but also objects of pity, needing love and protection of their employers. The

employers educate them culturally, teaching them skills to survive in the urban environment. These skills

include cooking and language, in addition to advice on long-term plans to blend into society.

Key Words : feminization of migration, space relocation, translocal anchoring, korean-chinese domestic

workers, korean housemaid
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