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Phatooxidation of Poly(vinyl butyral) Films by UV/Ozone Irradiation
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Abstract: Poly(vinyl butyrd), PVB was photooxidized by UV/ozone irradiation and the effect of UV energy on the surface
properties of the UV-irradiated PVB film were investigated by the measurement of reflectance, surface roughness, contact
angles, dementd compostion, and zeta potentid. With increesng UV energy, reflectance decressed in the visble and
ultraviolet regions particularly a the wavelength of 400nm. The irradiation produced nano-scde surface roughness including
the maximum peek-to-valey roughness increased from 274nm for the unirradiated PVB to 370nm a the UV energy of
5.3¥cne. The improved hydrophilicity was due to the higher O.J/Cis resulting from the introduction of polar groups such as
C=0 bonds. The surface energy of the PVB film increased from 35.3mJm? to 39.3mIn? at the irradiation of 15.9¥cn?
While the zeta potentids decreased proportiondly with increasing UV energy, the caionic dyesbility of the PVB increased
accordingly resulting from the improved affinity of the irradiadted PVB surfaces containing the photochemicdly introduced

anionic and dipolar dyeing Stes.
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Scheme 1. Repeating units of poly(vinyl butyral)
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Where, 7T OT: Total surface energy
~"W: Lifshitz van der Wadls component
~4B: Lewis acid-base component
~": electron-donating parameter
~ : dectron-withdrawing parameter
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Figure 1. Subtracted reflectance of UV-irradiated PVB films.
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Figure 2. AFM images of UV-irradiated PVB films.
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Table 1. Roughness parameters of UV-irradiated PVB
films

Roughness(nm) Mean RMS

R
UV energy (Ra) (Rq) e
Untreated 125 189 2743
5.3 Jem? 245 335 3702
AE AR e F RIS oA
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Figure 3. ATR spectra of UV-irradiated PVB films.
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Figure 4. ESCA spectra of UV-irradiated PVB films.
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Figure 5. Surface energy of UV-irradiated PVB films.
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Figure 6. Zeta potentials and K/S of UV-irradiatied PVB films.
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