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Abstract The purpose of the study was to investigate the attitudes towards death and euthanasia of Nurses
and Nursing students live in convergence era. The participants were 380 nurses and nursing students and data
were collected from May until June of 2014. The data were collected by means of self reported questionnaires
and analyzed using descriptive statistics t-test, one-way ANOVA and Scheffe test with the SPSS/WIN 18.0
program. The result showed that the fear of death of others with nursing students was higher than nurses
(t=-3.34, p=.001) and nursing students supported euthanasia more than nurses(t=-3.06, p=.002). Among the death
attitude, both of the nurses and the nursing students had the highest score 'fear of their own dying' and the
lowest score 'fear of the dying of others'. Regarding attitude to euthanasia, both of them the most important
factor was 'the right of the client'. These results suggest that death education program to deal with nursing
services without ethical conflicts should be developed.
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(Table 1) General characteristics of subjects

Nurse Nursing
. . student
Characteristics Categories (n=190) (1=190)
n(%) n(%)
Gender Male 8(4.2) 21(11.1)
Female 182(9%.8) 169(83.9)
Age 20~29 94(49.5)
30~39 61(32.1)
40~49 32(16.8)
>50 3(1.6)
Grade 3rd grade 96(50.5)
4th grade 94(49.5)
Religion yes 123(64.7) 94(49.5)
No 67(35.3) 96(50.5)
Religious very hard 42.1) 15(7.9)
participation generally hard 52(27.4) 26(13.7)
formally 16(84) 17(89)
almost without 51(26.8) 36(189)
Clinical <6years 85(44.7)
experience 6-15years 60(31.6)
>15years 45(23.7)
Unit Internal medicine  31(16.3)
Surgical part 20(10.5)
ICU 79(41.6)
ER 29(15.3)
Others 31(16.3)
Experience of Yes 155(81.6) 144(75.8)
family (relation) death No 35(18.4) 46(24.2)
Experience of Yes 100(52.6) 63(33.2)
euthanasia(death) No 074 127(668)
education
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(Table 2) Degree of attitude toward death
(euthanasia) among nurses and
nursing Students

Nurses N. Stud

variables t D
M(SD) M(SD)

Fear of 91910290 9310932  -113 2%

death-overall

Fear of death

2.6(0.48) 2.6(0.47) 051 607

of self
Fearof death —»cha)y 9700200 33 001
of others
Fear of dving g og) 28(038)  -128 198
of self
Fear of dving ) (33, 24032 -003 975
of others
Total 564887 591833  -306 002
(euthanasia)
Quality of life  29(052) 31050  -242 016
Client’s right  3.3(058) 33052  -133 181
Respect for life 2.8(0.55) 3.0(0.52) -3.60 <001
Medical ethics ~ 2.8(0.65) 29067 -145 146
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(Table 3) Difference of attitudes toward death according to general characteristics

Fear of death-overall Fear of death Fear of death Fear of dying Fear of dying
Characteristics of self of others of self of others
M(SD) ZS M(SD) ZS M(SD) Z)}; M(SD) ;g M(SD) Z)Ij
Nurses
Gender
Male 90.3(12.19) -044  25.0(6.36) 0.83 26.1(3.04) -0.49 15.8(2.90) -1.19  233(213) -1.17
Female 92.0(10.23) (656)  237(422) (408  266(319)  (623) 16.8(2.27) (237)  2477(3.36) (:243)
Religion
Yes 91.3(10.36) -1.18  236(4.29) -056  26.3(3.15) -1.93 16.7(2.23) -085  246(354) -0.48
No 93.1(10.13) (238) 2404390 (5700  27.2(316)  (055) 17.0(2.44) (394)  24.8(2.89) (.627)
Religious participation
very hard 86.7(6.80) 1.09 21.0(1.82) 117 24.5(2.08) 2.19 155(1.29) 054 25.7(4.50) 0.30
generally hard 89.9(11.29) (362) 230453  (328)  258(332)  (072) 16.6(2.25) (7090 24.3(353) (.876)
formally 92.5(8.29) 23.3(4.34) 27.3(2.41) 17.0(2.06) 24.8(3.70)
almost without 92.74(10.10) 24.4(4.05) 26.7(3.16) 16.7(2.33) 247(352)
Clinical experience
<6 91.2(10.35) 040 23.4(4.40) 0.55 26.8(3.13) 0.26 16.6(2.31) 0.57 24.3(3.18) 122
6-15 92.5(11.60) (670) 241478  (576)  266(343)  (771) 17.0(2.46) (569)  24.7(371) (.297)
=15 92.6(8.23) 23.9(3.46) 26.4(2.96) 16.9(2.07) 25.3(3.00)
Experience of death education
Yes 91.1(10.36) -1.11 23.4(4.56) -090  265(3.22) -0.45 16.8(2.35) -0.01 24.3(3.26) -1.85
No 92.8(10.19) (269) 240403 (369  267(314)  (654) 16.8(2.27) (99%)  251(3.35) (.066)
Nursing Students
Gender
Male 87.7(10.64) -286  22.7(3.74) -093  2602.8) -2.78 16.2(2.77) -178  22.6(4.00) -2.56
Female 93.7(8.95) (005)  236(4.31)  (352)  279(293)  (.006) 17.2(2.23) (077 249(311) (.017)
Grade
3rd 91.7(10.21) -210  235(4.48) 0.03 27.3(3.15) -1.8 16.7(2.40) -203  24.0(341) -2.93
4th 94.5(8.11) (036)  235(4.03) (974  281(276)  (.067) 17.4(2.17) (.043)  254(3.03) (.004)
Religion
Yes 92.7(9.37) -0.52 233(4.21) -057  27.77(3.26) 0.22 17.0(2.20) -024  245(311) -0.78
No 93.4(9.30) (599 237431 (564 276(270)  (819) 17.1(2.41) (809)  24.9(3.28) (.436)
Religious participation
very hard 90.0(11.77) 091 226(5.13) 0.75 26.6(3.19) 1.61 16.7(2.73) 0.19 239(4.63) 0.61
generally hard 93.4(9.95) (455)  237(414)  (558)  275(298)  (173) 16.9(2.28) (A1) 252(322) (.659)
formally 95.7(8.66) 24.5(3.42) 29.2(3.34) 17.3(1.83) 245(3.48)
almost without 92.0(8.01) 22.7(4.18) 27.7(3.33) 17.1(2.13) 24.3(2.63)
Experience of death education
Yes 93.6(9.24) 052 23.5(4.68) 0.02 27.7(2.56) 0.22 17.0(2.19) -0.19  252(348) 1.40
No 92.8(9.38) (601) 235405  (986)  27.6(318)  (.827) 17.1(2.37) (344)  244(3.18) (.163)
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(Table 4) Difference of attitudes toward euthanasia according to general characteristics

Total Quality of life Client’s right Respect for life Medical ethics
Characteristics y1iqp) ZJF) M(SD) f) M(SD) f) M(SD) ZS M(SD) ;;F)
Nurses
Gender
Male 64.0(7.42) 248 30.2(3.61) 2.16 7.1(0.9) 1.23 19.7(2.54) 2.08 6.8(1.12) 2.55
Female 56.1(8.80) (.014) 26.5(4.73) (.032) 6.6(1.16)  (.222) 17.2(3.34) (.039) 56(1.300  (.012)
Religion
Yes 55.5(9.75) -2.14 26.4(3.13) -1.17 6.6(1.25) -0.21 16.8(3.60) -2.90 5.6(1.38) -1.96
No 58.1(6.75) (.034) 27.2(3.90) (.242) 6.6(097) (827 182(2.64) (.004) 59(1.14) (051
Religious participation
very hard 44.2(2.62)" 312 20.5(1.91)* 2.61 6.2(1.25) 0.32 12.5(1.73)* 3.70 5.0(0.81) 272
generally hard ~ 567(867)°  (016)  270(454° (030" 66(L02) (863  17.0354° (006  59(1.20)  (031)
formally 570(485)°  a<bed  276(3.34)° a<be 6.8(0.83) 17.1(2.02)° a<bed  54(1.03)
almost without ~ 54.7(11.60)" 259(5.97) 6.5(1.56) 169(3.96)" 5.3(1.62)
Clinical experience
<6 57.3(6.82) 311 27.0(4.12) 181 6.6(1.03) 0.55 17.9(2.56)" 4.36 5.7(1.19) 2.20
6-15 54.1(11.23) (.047) 25.8(5.54) (.167) 6.5(1.42)  (577) 163422 (014)" 54151  (113)
=15 57.9(8.34) 27.4(4.60) 6.7(1.02) 17.6(3.08) a>b 6.0(1.21)
Experience of death education
Yes 57.0(7.19) 091 27.0(4.27) 0.81 6.7(1.02) 1.74 17.4(2.65) 0.45 5.7(1.24) 0.53
Np 55.8(10.44) (.364) 26.4(5.22) (.422) 64(129)  (.084) 17.2(3.99) (.651) 56(1.39)  (594)
Nursing Stiudents
Gender
Male 60.9(11.94) 0.74 28.1(6.01) 0.21 7.0(1.18) 099 19.6(4.32) 122 6.1(1.86) 0.69
Female 589(7.79) (.462) 27.8(4.35) (.839) 6.7(1.03)  (.321) 184(2.93) (.234) 58(128)  (493)
Grade
3rd 57.5(897) -2.72 26.4(4.07) -0.21 6.6(1.05) 0.35 17.1(3.11) -0.53 55(1.24)  -068
4th 60.8(7.31) (.007) 26.6(4.88) (.834) 6.5(116)  (.727) 17.4(3.35) (.594) 57(128)  (501)
Religion
Yes 58.0(8.90) -1.79 27.5(4.89) -1.08 6.8(0.96) 0.45 180(3.28) -243 57132  -211
No 60.2(7.63) (.075) 28.2(4.17) (.278) 6.7(1.149)  (.653) 19.1(2.88) (.016) 6.1(1.36)  (.036)
Religious participation
very hard 54.0(8.45)" 492 25.6(5.66) 4.17 6.6(0.97) 041 16.3(3.37)" 496 54(1.35) 2.98
generally hard 54.5(9.60) (001" 25.4(4.78) (.003) 6.6(0.83)  (.803) 16.9(3.38) (00" 54(1.33) (021
formally 60.0(7.07) a<b 28.8(4.17) 6.8(1.07) 189(2.72) a<b 5.4(1.32)
almost without  61.4(7.95)" 20.2(4.22) 6.9(0.97) 19.0(3.00) 61(1.21)
Experience of family(relation) death
Yes 59.4(8.21) 0.77 27.8(4.57) -0.11 6.8(1.03) 262 187(3.14) 1.08 59(1.35) 0.61
No 58.3(8.74) (.442) 279(4.52) (.916) 6.4(1.04)  (.009) 18.1(3.09) (.283) 58(1.38)  (546)
Experience of death education
Yes 59.9(9.76) 0.81 28.1(5.20) 0.46 7.0(0.96) 292 186(3.76) 0.33 6.0(1.43) 0.72
No 58.7(7.53) (417) 27.7(4.20) (.646) 6.6(1.06)  (.004) 185(2.77) (.739) 58(131)  (475)
t 5 Scheff test
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